
Every disciple will be 
like his teacher.

Luke 6:40
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IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING
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Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Parishioner since 2000

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Catholic Investments
for Catholic Families

(513) 987-5666 
Chris.Chalifoux@KofC.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.201.7030

carpetkraig@gmail.com
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-3:45 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

Monday, February 28, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Loretta Holden by Stan & Nicole Lloyd
	 8 a.m.	 †Miguel Antonio Carrillo by Elvira Carrillo
	11:30 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, March 1, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 John Spilker by Lisa & Jamie Bertke
	 8 a.m.	 † Virginia Marie Telecky by Gwen Arling
	11:30 a.m.	 The Family of Len Marek by Dr. & Mrs. David Zipfel

Wednesday, March 2, Ash Wednesday
	 7 a.m.	 † Mary Christian Fox by Dominican Sisters of St. Gertrude
	 8 a.m.	 † Dorothy Grant by David & Ann Stein
	11:30 a.m.	 †John Murphy by Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 7 p.m.	 † Pauline Messer by Julie & John Murdock

Thursday, March 3, Thursday after Ash Wednesday
	 7 a.m.	 †Joseph & Marjorie Schirmer by The Schirmer Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Joe Nichols by Pete & Claudia Kimener
	11:30 a.m.	 †Tim Petric by Mary Petric

Friday, March 4, Friday after Ash Wednesday
	 7 a.m.	 The Wainscott Family by The Cordier Family
	 8 a.m.	 †Deceased Members of the Kehoe Family by The Family
	11:30 a.m.	 †Lillian Rentrop by Jim & AnnaMaria Spurgin

Saturday, March 5, Saturday after Ash Wednesday
	 8 a.m.	 † David Taylor by Don & Nancy Beimesche
	11:30 a.m.	 †Clyde Dorn by Charles & Mary Lou Garner
	 4:30 p.m.	 †Jim Cucinotta by Anna Cucinotta & Kadi Kelly

Sunday, March 6, 1st Sunday of Lent
	 8 a.m.	 †Barry Auer by Peter Bertoli
	 10 a.m.	 People of St. Gertrude
	 12 p.m.	 †Charles Genung by Elder Council KofC
	 6 p.m.	 Cheryle Hunchuck by Kim Hunchuck

Confession will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m. 
and Saturday at 3:30 p.m. There will be no confession or Holy 
Hour on Wednesday, March 2, at 7:30 p.m. due to Ash Wednesday.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

NOMINATIONS FOR ST. GERTRUDE PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL
It is time once again to seek nominations for open positions on the St. Gertrude Parish pastoral council. The council represents the people of the 
parish and serves as a consultative body to the pastor. Council members are selected from among registered adults (age 21 or over) who have been 
parishioners for at least one year. The council meets the fourth Monday of the month during the school year. Please consider nominating yourself or 
someone you think may be called to this important ministry. Please do not nominate someone without first speaking with them. Nominations will 
be accepted until March 7, 2022.
Submit nominations using the form below. Drop in the collection basket or bring/send to the parish office (6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 
45243).
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
I would like to nominate the following parishioner for consideration for St. Gertrude Parish Pastoral Council.

Name: 		

Phone: 	  Email Address: 	

This person is being nominated by: 		

THE POWER OF THE ROSARY

“In an earthquake a poor woman was buried 
under the ruins of a house which was overthrown. 
A priest had the stones and rubbish cleared away, 
and under them found the mother with her 
children in her arms, alive and uninjured. On 
being asked what devotion she had practiced, 

she replied that she never omitted saying the rosary and visiting 
the altar of our Blessed Lady.”	 – St. Alphonsus Ligouri

As we begin the season of Lent this 
coming Wednesday, we enter a season of grace 
that provides many opportunities for God to 
heal our sin-sick souls. Certainly, these graces 
are available to us throughout the year, but the 
season of Lent engages our minds and hearts 
in the ongoing work of conversion so that 
we may experience in our lives the dying and 

rising of Jesus. God desires our happiness—true happiness—which 
comes to us through the intentional response we make to God’s call 
to conversion. His grace prompts us to welcome his word and his will 
as saving, renewing, and perfecting of ourselves. His mercy forgives 
our sins and restores a good and righteous relationship with him. 

During this Lenten season, the parish will offer a four-part 
lecture series on the presence of God as found in sacred Scripture, 
Church history, the sacraments, and moral life. The presenters will be 
the resident priests here at St. Gertrude, each speaking in his area of 
expertise. In the upcoming successive weeks, the “Ask a Priest” page 
of the bulletin will include a preview of each week’s speaker and topic. 
This series will lead directly into the parish mission during the first 
week of April. The mission preacher is Father Gabriel Torretta, O.P., 
a previous parochial vicar here at the parish. His mission theme is 
Living in the Presence of God, which should help all of us to integrate 
into our lives what we learn in the speaker series. I am looking forward 
to these Lenten exercises. I encourage you to take advantage of the 
opportunities offered to you so that you may grow in your personal 
relationship with Jesus and experience the fullness of life in him. 

It is quite possible, beginning on Ash Wednesday, that the 
Eucharistic adoration chapel will be open through the night hours 
on Wednesdays leading into Thursday. A few more volunteers are 
needed so that all the hours have a committed adorer. This moment 
is an important, incremental step toward the restoration of perpetual 
adoration in our chapel. The time of prayer in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament has brought many graces to individuals and 

the parish. Time is not wasted, and sacrifices are rewarded in this 
commitment to prayer. Please consider a regular commitment to 
adoration. (See page 1 in the bulletin for more information.) 

Finally, some comments regarding the announcement made last 
weekend about Father Paul Keller. The announcement was prepared 
and approved by Father Ken Letoile (the provincial) and Father Paul. It 
communicated a public announcement made to the seminary faculty, 
students, and staff, which had since been shared elsewhere leading 
to questions being directed to friars here at the parish. Providing the 
announcement to the parish is a way of giving accurate information 
and silencing rumor. There is enough detail in the announcement, 
and it is wrong for any of us to expect to know more information—
it’s not our business. Please be respectful of Father Paul’s privacy and 
reputation and do not engage in gossip, speculation, assumptions, 
conjecture, and judgments about Father Paul, the archbishop, and 
the seminary.  As asked in the announcement, please pray for Father 
Paul as he continues to serve the Lord and minister as a priest. 
Lent is upon us! Let us love one another and pray for each other,

Father George Schommer, O.P.  
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SCHOOL NEWS

DATES TO REMEMBER
•	 March 14 - No School (In-Service Day)
•	 March 18 - Early Dismissal

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR INCOMING 
PRESCHOOL AND 
KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS
The Catholic Education Foundation (CEF) is offering a limited 
number of Welcome Scholarships for the 2022–2023 school year 
to preschool and kindergarten students who are the first in their 
immediate families to attend a Catholic school. For more information 
and to apply, please visit catholicbestchoice.org. 

WE HAVE OPEN POSITIONS!
St. Gertrude School is seeking a school receptionist and a third 
grade teacher to join our faculty during the current 2021-2022 
school year. Please visit stgertrude.org/employment to view the full 
job descriptions and to apply. 

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS 
For the week of February 27, 2022, the school office will be open 
Monday-Friday from 7:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

BIBLE BOWL
Our 5-8 grade students competed in the annual Bible Bowl on Monday, February 7. Homeroom representatives from each 
grade teamed up to answer questions about the Gospel of Luke. Congratulations to all participants, especially our seven 
winners!
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: THE RIGHT 
RESPONSE 
WALTER PLUMMER, DIRECTOR OF 
YOUTH FORMATION

Over the past two years, one of the 
most constant elements of my life has been 

change. Change in social habits, change in legislation, change in work, 
change within my work, change in my family. You name it, it seems 
to have changed. 

Sometimes those changes have seemed wonderful from the start. 
My youngest son is walking—no, running—and trying to talk now. 
(Mostly he’s just asking for chocolate-covered blueberries.) My older 
sons have begun to read or write and show little glimpses of their 
personalities and sense of humor as they develop and unfold. My 
brother and his wife bought a house that’s five minutes from where 
my family and I live. Such gifts.

And as you probably expected, not all the changes have seemed 
great from the start, on a global level, on a national level, and here in 
our own parish and families. In my own family, my beloved grandma, 
the rock of our extended family, is deteriorating in health and ability 
to care for herself, just to name one of the less-than-positive changes.

And so I find myself challenged by the readings this weekend, 
even as I write this article. “When a sieve is shaken, the husks appear 
. . .” (Sir 27:4). “The just one shall flourish like the palm tree, like a 
cedar of Lebanon shall he grow” (Ps 92:13-14). “[B]e firm, steadfast, 
always fully devoted to the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain” (1 Cor 15:58). And, “from the fullness of 
the heart the mouth speaks” (Lk 6:45). 

Perhaps the thread moving through these excerpts is as clear to 
you as it is to me (or perhaps this is the overflow of my own heart 
here), but what I keep hearing is that the change itself isn’t so much 
what matters. Change brings clearly perceivable goods and losses—
that seems to be clear enough. But in the end, perhaps my response 
to my son’s first words and my grandmother’s failing health is just as 
important, or even more important, than the change itself. Perhaps 
all things truly work for the good of those who love the Lord because 
all things are an invitation to enter more deeply into right relationship 
with the Father. To respond with faith. 

In all things, times, places, and conversations, I am called to have 
faith, because faith is the bottom line of what it means to be in right 
relationship with God. Faith allows the husks that once protected the 
kernel of grain to be shaken away so that its life can be given as food 
or seed. Faith allows our lives to flourish and stand tall and straight as 
a cedar. Faith allows us to be firm and steadfast to know that our work 
is not in vain, even when it seems to have come to a dead end. And 
faith, in the end, allows hope and love to be in the words that I speak, 
because my heart is full of those truths. 

Peter Kreeft has a quote that always sticks with me: “Faith is the 
right response to reality.” (If you can find the citation for this quote, a 
free handshake is yours, because I did not.) Perhaps the reality is that, 
in all things, what the Lord wants most is not our projects and goals to 
always work out, but rather that you and I would want him more than 
anything else. And perhaps that’s a change I (and maybe you, too) will 
continue to need. 

The fourth Sunday of each month, we’ll feature stories and tips for trying to live 
the faith in the ordinariness of life. 

LENTEN REMINDERS – 
FASTING AND 
ABSTINENCE
According to the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops (USCCB), Ash 
Wednesday (March 2) and Good Friday 
(April 15) are obligatory days of fasting 
and abstinence for Catholics. In addition, 
Fridays during Lent are obligatory days 
of abstinence. For members of the Latin 
Catholic Church, the norms on fasting are 
obligatory from age 18 until age 59. When 
fasting, a person is permitted to eat one 
full meal, as well as two smaller meals that 
together are not equal to a full meal. The 
norms concerning abstinence from meat are 
binding upon members of the Latin Catholic 
Church from age 14 onwards. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Dolores Brandstetter, Kim Caswell, Bettie Caudill, Ann Cerone, 
Triset Defonseka, Lisa Ely, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, 
Cameron Goad, Matthew Goad, Glenn Grismere, Hummel Family, 
Megan Johnson, Rhonda Keith-Stephens, Aiko Kimura, Ed Kinney, 
Marianne Klekamp, Janice Koncius, Diane Kosobud, Kevin Lewis, Kim 
McClung, Sandra Munyon, Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, 
Ellen Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, 
Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan, 
Mary Saul, Mary Valker, Bill Van Hise, and Brigitte Vielhauer

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Kolbe Roberts, Dan 
Roseman, Andrew Shannon, and Ian Tester

THE RECENTLY DECEASED

LET US PRAY

2022 CATHOLIC MINISTRIES APPEAL (CMA)
Archbishop Schnurr sends his thanks to everyone at St. Gertrude 
Church who has supported the 2022 Catholic Ministries Appeal. If 
you have not yet made your pledge, please consider doing so this week. 
For more information or to donate online, please visit CatholicAOC.
org/CMA. As a reminder, 50 percent of our over-goal funds come 
back to St. Gertrude for our use here at the parish. Thank you for 
your participation!

DO YOU HAVE HISTORICAL PHOTOS?
In 2023, St. Gertrude Church will celebrate its 100th anniversary! 
As part of the celebration, we are publishing a commemorative book 
entitled St. Gertrude Parish: The First 100 Years, which will be available 
September 2023. If you have any historical photos (like the above 
picture of Sister Mary Edward, a Dominican sister who taught seventh 
grade at St. Gertrude School) and are willing to share them, please 
drop them off at the parish office. Be sure to include the name and 
date of the event, as well as your contact information so we can return 
your photos to you. We are especially looking for photos from 1923 
to 1980. If you have any questions, please contact Mark Holland at 
mholland3353@gmail.com.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Are you passionate about St. Gertrude Church's mission? Do you sense 
that God is calling you to use your gifts and talents to serve him in a 
new way? We’re looking to hire a director of music – organist and 
choirmaster and a head sacristan—and you may be the perfect 
additional to our team! To view the job descriptions for both of these 
positions and to apply, please visit stgertrude.org/employment. 

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING 
FATHER PAUL KELLER, O.P.
The following announcement that was sent electronically by the 
rector of Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and School of Theology (The 
Athenaeum): “[Recently], I became aware that the content of 
conversations and guidance offered by Fr. Paul Keller, O.P., over 
a period of time, was not in keeping with the responsibilities and 
trust placed in him as a priest and member of our faculty. These 
conversations constituted a serious, non-physical boundary violation 
for which he has been removed from the faculty and is no longer 
employed at Mount St. Mary’s Seminary and School of Theology.” 
Father Keller is in conversation with the provincial about possibilities 
for ministry in a new assignment. Please remember Father Keller in 
your prayers. Thank you.

SCAM ALERT
In light of a recent scam, this is a reminder that our pastor and parish 
employees will never ask anyone for money or gift cards via email or text. 

COMMUNION TO THE SICK
St. Gertrude Church has resumed our Communion to the Sick 
ministry. If you have a family member who is homebound or you 
are aware of a parishioner who is homebound and he/she would 
like to receive holy Communion, please contact Judy Hartmann at 
jhartma2002@yahoo.com. She will arrange for someone to bring the 
Eucharist to your loved one. Also, if you are interested in becoming 
part of this ministry, please contact Judy. 
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COMMUNITY

SOUP KITCHEN SIGN-UPS 
Are you looking for an opportunity to serve the poor and needy in 
Cincinnati? Sign up to serve lunch at the Queen City Kitchen soup 
kitchen in Walnut Hills on March 27 and/or May 1. It takes approximately 
30 people to cook and serve the main meal and side items—a great 
opportunity for families, groups, or ministries. Sign up in the Parish 
Center lobby before or after 8 a.m., 10 a.m., or 12 p.m. Mass this 
Sunday, February 27. You can also sign up online at my.stgertude.org 
beginning the evening of February 27. For more information, please 
contact Andy Cordier at SoupKitchen@StGertrude.org.

“EGGS & YOST”
Ruah Woods’ Annual Breakfast
Enjoy a delicious all-American breakfast of scrambled eggs, potato 
cakes, bacon, and pastries as our esteemed Ohio Attorney General, 
Dave Yost, speaks about Religious Liberty, Orthodoxy and Humility. 
The event, hosted by Ruah Woods, is on Thursday, March 3, 2022, 
at the Hilton Netherland Plaza in downtown Cincinnati (35 W. 5th 
Street). Doors open at 7:45 a.m. and the program is from 8 to 9:30 
a.m. Tickets are $50/person. For more information and to register, 
please visit ruahwoodspress.com/upcoming-events/.

MOTHER OF CHRIST FOOD PANTRY 
COLLECTION
The Ladies of Charity will be at the white van in the parking lot 
before and after all Masses (except 6 p.m.) the weekend of March 5-6 
collecting items for Mother of Christ Food Pantry. The pantry serves 
the poor and needy families in the St. Bernard Parish area who are 
struggling to make ends meet. In addition to all nonperishable food 
items, the pantry needs toilet paper, paper towels, cleansers (like Pine-
Sol), toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, personal hygiene items, 
and practical household items. Cash and check donations are also 
welcome. If you have any questions, please contact Jean Wilkinson at 
(513) 498-5085. Thank you for your help!

BE A HERO
Elizabeth's New Life Center is looking to hire a part-time male 
mentor. In this role, you will: meet with expectant dads and consult 
on the new life they've created, take these new dads through various 
situations and help them make decisions for life, and help teach 
dads how to be the best fathers and partners they can be. For more 
information about this position and other job opportunities at ENLC, 
please visit elizabethnewlife.org/careers/.

PREGNANCY CENTER WEST IS HIRING
PCW is looking to hire a full-time client services manager. This role is 
very important to the center, as the CSM is responsible for managing all 
client-related services! For more information or to apply, please contact 
Lorrie McNickle at lorrie@pc-west.org, or call (513) 244-5700.

FRIENDS OF JESUS
Friends of Jesus is a group for adults (18 years of age or older) with 
developmental disabilities. With a focus on support, prayer, and 
socializing, the group comes together to pray, make crafts, and enjoy 
refreshments. The next gathering will be on Saturday, March 12, 
2022, from 1 to 3 p.m. at All Saints Parish Center (8939 Montgomery 
Road), and we will be praying the Stations of the Cross. New members 
are welcome to attend! All participants must RSVP to Jane Callan by 
March 7 at (513) 793-3546. 

ANOTHER MARRIAGE-SAVING
WEEKEND COMING SOON
Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi) has helped tens of thousands of 
couples at all stages of disillusionment or misery in their marriage. 
During a Retrouvaille weekend, a team of three couples and a priest 
gives a series of presentations and introduces a communication 
technique that enables you to take a good look at different areas of 
your relationship. For confidential information about or to register 
for the April 2022 program, beginning with a weekend on April 
1-3, 2022, please call (513) 486-6222 or visit HelpOurMarriage.
com.

Jesus Is Waiting for You

Our Mother of Mercy Adoration Chapel is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. As
you can see from the chart below, Guardians (people who commit to spending
an hour with our Lord at a set time each week) are still needed during many of
these hours. Nevertheless, we will begin overnight adoration on Wednesdays,
starting with Ash Wednesday, March 2.

Please consider committing to spend just one hour each week with Jesus in his
eucharistic presence. 

For more information
about adoration and to

sign up, please visit
stgertrude.org/adoration

“The Church and the world have a great need for eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us
in this sacrament of love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him . . .”

- Pope St. John Paul I
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ASK A PRIEST

ASK A PRIEST – THE 
FLAWS WE FACE (AND 
HOW LENT CAN HELP)
FATHER JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: If humans are created in the image and 
likeness of God, why are we so flawed?
A: Original sin isn’t quite as original as 
we commonly imagine! Indeed, we were 
“flawed” as an effect of the sin of our first 

parents, but our nature wasn’t designed as “fallen.” Furthermore, 
Jesus came to deliver us not only from the guilt of sin but also from 
all its traces. Yet another Lent promises us the graces we need to turn 
back toward the original holiness in which humanity was made. Jesus 
wants us to benefit from these graces here and now.

Genesis affirms that God’s creation—with humanity at its apex—
was “very good” (Gen 1:31). The Catechism of the Catholic Church voices 
the age-old teaching of the Church: 

The first man was not only created good, but was also established in 
friendship with his Creator and in harmony with himself and with the creation 
around him, in a state that would be surpassed only by the glory of the new 
creation in Christ.1

The Catechism goes on to call this state of our parents before the 
Fall “original holiness.” Thanks to the divine life (i.e. grace) in which 
Adam and Eve shared, they experienced a profound harmony both 
within and without. This experience of peace and justice was very 
different from the various forms of interior and exterior tyranny we 
know all too well. 

It is a truly beautiful thing to contemplate: each human being 
is still made in the image and likeness of God (see Gen 1:26-27). 
The work of Jesus Christ and the work of his Church, guided by the 
Holy Spirit, is to bring this original “image,” blemished by sin but not 
erased, back to the center of our human experience. St. Augustine 
taught that if Baptism washed away the guilt of sin in an instant, the 
other effects of sin would only be taken away as part of daily Christian 

living. He liked to cite St. Paul’s Second Letter to the Corinthians: 
“Even if our outer man is decaying, our inner man is being renewed 
day by day” (4:16).

During Lent, we look once more to Christ, who is the perfect 
image of God, and ask ourselves, Do I wish to be renewed as a man or 
woman made in God’s image and likeness? Will I look to Jesus and invite the 
power of God’s Spirit into my mind, heart, and body? Some of the blemishes 
of original sin such as confusion, stubbornness, proneness to sin, 
and mortality will only be undone completely in the future life of the 
Resurrection. However, sin’s deepest and most significant scars can 
begin to fade “day by day” for those who welcome Jesus’ luminous 
power. In the words of St. Augustine:

So then the man who is being renewed in the recognition of God and in 
justice and holiness of truth by making progress day by day, is transferring his 
love from temporal things to eternal, from visible to intelligible, from carnal to 
spiritual things; he is industriously applying himself to checking and lessening 
his greed for one sort and binding himself with charity to the other. But his 
success depends on divine assistance… .2

We Christians were indeed made in the image and likeness of 
God. Despite our current physical and spiritual flaws, we know by 
faith the uncreated image of God, Jesus, who also has a graced and 
perfected humanity. We creatures can make a daily choice in favor of 
the love of God, the Holy Spirit, who wishes to restore us as images 
of God after the model of Jesus. This will loosen the grip of those 
earthly “loves” that define our current disorder. This Lent, may our 
God-inspired prayer, penance, and works of charity better bind us to 
the source of grace and begin our complete healing.

Ask a Priest is a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the bulletin. 
Submit your own question to parishoffice@stgertrude.org for one of our 
Dominican priests to answer in the bulletin!

1	 Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), no. 374.
2	 St. Augustine, The Trinity, XIV, 17.23, translation by Edmund Hill, O.P. (New 

York: New City Press, 1991).
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Monday,
February 28

Tuesday,
March 1

Wednesday,
March 2

Thursday,
March 3

Friday,
March 4

Saturday,
March 5

Sunday,
March 6

Become Catholic
(RCIA)
7 p.m.
PC St. Dominic Lobby

Children’s Choir
3 p.m.
PC St. Dominic Lobby

Adult Choir 
7 p.m.
PC St. Dominic Lobby

Cana Family
9:30 a.m.
PC St. Dominic Lobby

Lenten Fish Fry
5-7:30 p.m.
Parish Center

Genesis to Jesus
9 a.m.
School Cafeteria

KofC Super Cash 
Raffle Sale
After all Masses
Breezeway

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Church

Level 1 Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd 
3:30 p.m.
Atrium I

Peer Ministry Team 
Meeting
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Level 1 Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd 
11:15 a.m.
Atrium I

L’alto: Confirmation
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Regina Veritatis First 
Saturday Meeting
10:30 a.m.
PC St. Dominic Lobby

LoC Mother of 
Christ Food Pantry
After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
Sharing Van

L’alto: HS Core 
Team Meeting
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Level 2 Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd 
5 p.m.
Atrium II

Regina Veritatis 
Team Meeting 
6:30 p.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

Stations of the Cross
7 p.m.
Church

First Saturday 
Prayer Service
12 p.m.
Church

Rosary Sales
After 8, 10 & 12 Masses
PC St. Dominic Lobby

Seasons of Hope
7 p.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
School Cafeteria

KofC Business 
Meeting
7 p.m.
KofC Hall

KofC Super Cash 
Raffle Sale
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Breezeway

Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
9 & 10:30 a.m.
Atrium I & II

LoC Mother of 
Christ Food Pantry
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
Sharing Van

Family Faith
9 & 10:30 a.m.
School Cafeteria

Become Catholic 
Luncheon
12 p.m.
PC St. Joseph Room

Scouts Sunday 
Brunch
1 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

L’alto: High School 
7 p.m.
Parish Center

THE WEEK AHEAD

OFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish

Weekly Collection and Budget Report
Collection for February 20

Collection	 $	 27,176
Weekly Budget	 $	 35,294
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 8,118)

2nd Collection: $2,700 Catholic Education

Fiscal Year-To-Date
(for year ending June 30, 2022)

Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 1,278,675
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 1,244,996
Fiscal YTD Surplus	 $	 33,679

Please submit your Mass announcements and bulletin 
articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org 

6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243
(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-7184 | www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

3/13/22

MATERIALS DUE

3/2/22

BULLETIN DEADLINE

COVER IMAGE: Christ Washes Peter’s Feet (Detail), 
Brown (1852-6)



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Father John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Jordan Kelly, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Emily Baute	 (513) 646-9321
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan	 ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 ext 2103
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – Father Jordan Kelly, O.P.	 ext 2213
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 ext 2103

Office of Evangelization – (513) 561-5954
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Dickert	 ext 2110
Director of Youth Formation – Walter Plummer	 ext 2122
Communications Coordinator – Michelle Dushensky	 ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA) 	 ext 2101
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 (513) 444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
 Jim Spurgin	 (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
  Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
 Father Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 (513) 658-0444
  nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Jill Woods	 (513) 235-6827
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing –
  Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham	 (513)984-4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 (513)505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Father Jordan Kelly, O.P.	(513) 561-5954 ext 2213
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 (513) 561-5954
Lectors –	 (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick	 (513) 272-1533
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 (513) 561-5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study –	 (513) 561.5954-
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús –
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –
 Father John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 (513) 536-6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 (513) 885-5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia	 (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	(513) 335-1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo	 (513) 248-8237
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 (513) 984-4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 (612) 616-8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 (513) 379-1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 (513) 702-6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 (513) 417-9227
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

To advertise here, call
Dee Printing at 1-800-292-9020

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
www.ericbenderlaw.com

Family Law • Wills & Probate
Lawsuits • Guardianship

Adoption
891-5630

9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

17 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

 8815 Cinti-Columbus Rd. 6410 Cinti-Dayton Rd.
 West Chester, OH Liberty Twp., OH 45044
 513-777-8433 513-847-1088

...also locations in Carthage & College Hill
www.hodappfuneralhome.com

Family Owned and Operated Since 1886

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

PROFESSIONAL RESIDENTIAL CLEANERS
IN THE CINCINNATI AREA.

Recurring Cleaning • Deep Cleaning
Move in/move out cleaning • Special Projects

www.cincycleaningcoop.com 
Call or Text: (513) 919-5131 for a free quotation

Health I Medicare I Small Group I Life I Supplemental 

Sherry Harbin
Licensed Insurance Agent 
(513) 331-1168

scharbin@HealthMarkets.com • HealthMarkets.com/scharbin.com

mar es@ 
Health I Medicare I Small Group I Life I Supplemental 

Sherry Harbin 
Licensed Insurance Agent 

scharbin@HealthMarkets.com 
(513)331-1168 HealthMarkets/scharbin.com 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in aff 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
Not aff agents are licensed to self aff products. Service and product availability varies by State. Safes agents may be 

compensated based on enroffment. No obligation to enroff. 

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents 
are licensed to self all products. Service and product availability varies by State. Safes agents may be compensated based on 
enrollment. No obligation to enroll.



Every disciple will be 
like his teacher.

Luke 6:40
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Parishioner since 2000

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Catholic Investments
for Catholic Families

(513) 987-5666 
Chris.Chalifoux@KofC.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.201.7030

carpetkraig@gmail.com
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