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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

March 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243 | (513) 561-5954 | www.stgertrude.org

TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
School Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 7:30 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 
Church Hours
Every day: 7:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

Parish Office Info

Monday, March 29, Monday of Holy Week
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Marlene Tisher/Martha Coors
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Jeff Vollmer/Pat & Nealy Mechley
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Stephen & Joyce Weber/
		    Gerald & Margaret Solitario
Tuesday, March 30, Tuesday of Holy Week
	 7:00 a.m.	 †William Koch/Bill & Tish Shefcik
	 8:00 a.m.	 †LaVern Graham/Craig & Teresa Babcock
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Barbara Dugan/
		    True Devotion to Mary – Erie, PA
	Wednesday, March 31, Wednesday of Holy Week
	 7:00 a.m.	 †Jack Toomb/The Hughes Family
	 8:00 a.m.	 †Carol Coors/Melanie & John Sheridan
	 11:30 a.m.	 †Ryan Pike/Jeanne Johantges
Thursday, April 1, Thursday of Holy Week 
(Holy Thursday) 
		  No morning Masses are permitted
		  No scheduled Confessions
	 5:00 p.m.	 Mass of the Lord’s Supper
	 7:30 p.m.	 Mass of the Lord’s Supper (Livestreamed)
		  Incense, Procession, Adoration until 10:00 p.m.
Friday, April 2, Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
(Good Friday)
		  No Masses are permitted
		  No scheduled Confessions
	 12:00 p.m.	 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
	 3:00 p.m.	 Celebration of the Lord’s Passion – Sung 
		    (Livestreamed)
	 7:30 p.m.	 Stations of the Cross – Outside

Saturday, April 3, Holy Saturday
		  No Masses are permitted until Easter Vigil
		  No scheduled Confessions
	 9:00 p.m.	 Easter Vigil in the Holy Night (Livestreamed)
		    For the newly received baptized from the
		    RCIA program 
Sunday, April 4, 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord (S) 
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m.(Livestreamed), 12:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m.
		  People of St. Gertrude, Living and Deceased 
		  Intention of the Celebrant
		  Easter Novena

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Wednesday 
at 4:00 p.m. and Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. There will be no 
Confession times offered Holy Thursday through Easter Sunday 
(April 1-4). Regular schedule resumes on Monday, April 5th.

COVER IMAGE: “Hosanna Filio David!” Photograph 
by Very Rev. Lawrence Lew, O.P. This fresco is from the 
collegiate church of San Gimignano in Tuscany.

HOLY WEEK/EASTER RESERVATIONS
The Parish Staff and volunteers wish to thank everyone for their patience as we navigate the 
reservation process for Holy Week and Easter. Everyone who has secured seats will receive 
an email confirmation by the end of the business day on March 30. This email will contain 
important details along with seating assignments. 
Please communicate any cancellations to your reservations. If you already reserved seats and 
your plans have changed, and you will not be attending the liturgy with the amount of tickets 
that are registered or if you have received a confirmation for having seats at two liturgies on 
the same day, please let us know by emailing reservations@stgertrude.org. By communicating 

cancellations in advance, we can do our best to fill the spots with people on the waitlist. If you are on a waitlist, you will be notified 
via email if a spot opens up for your family.
Please note that we will be extending our live stream experience for Holy Week and Easter and will stream the Holy Thursday Mass 
of the Lord’s Supper at 7:30 p.m., the Good Friday Celebration of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00 p.m., the Easter Vigil at 9:00 p.m., and 
Easter Sunday Mass at 10:00 a.m. We will also have outside stations on Good Friday at 7:30pm (which do not require a reservation).
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

LOOKING FORWARD TO 
EASTER TOGETHER: 
A LETTER FROM FR. GEORGE TO 
ST. GERTRUDE PARISH

As we begin the celebrations of Holy 
Week and Easter, I want to take a 
moment to communicate some thoughts 

with you. We all have been through a tumultuous time over the 
last year because of the Coronavirus pandemic, and we continue 
to live with this reality. Everyone has been affected by the virus 
and the measures taken to limit its spread. Parish Masses, 
sacramental celebrations, and gatherings have been modified 
or curtailed in difficult ways. Last year, there were no public 
celebrations for the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter. Such 
suspensions of public worship were a hardship for everyone.

Thanks be to God, we are able to celebrate Holy Week and Easter 
together this year while following the protocols given by Archbishop 
Schnurr. He issued a letter on March 15th, inviting Catholics to 
return to the in-person celebration of the Mass. He writes:

The Eucharist is the source and summit of Christian life 
(Lumen Gentium, 11). At Mass our souls are nourished by 
both God’s Word and the Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity 
of Jesus Christ. We recall Christ’s own words as he foretold 
the salvific gift of the Holy Eucharist: “Whoever eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him on 
the last day. For my flesh is true food, and my blood is true 
drink. Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood remains in 
me and I in him” (Jn 6:54-56). This unmediated connection 
with Our Lord is only possible in person. Moreover, the 
Mass is where we come together in communion as God’s 
holy people. Christ brought us together as Church because 
we need each other. We cannot return to the God who 
created us out of love without the help and support of other 
Catholics. This is why God gives us the Church, and this is 
what we share in most completely at Mass.

Returning to Mass and receiving the Eucharist reinvigorates our 
lives. The Sacrament we receive is the source of charity (love) that 
we owe to one another. Particularly, love is patient. Life is not 
yet “normal,” and patience acknowledges that everyone is doing 
the best he can with the circumstances. More of our brothers 
and sisters are returning to Mass and we ought to welcome them 
lovingly. This includes our cooperation with the safety measures 
currently in place. As St. Paul says, “Let each of us please his 
neighbor for his good, to build him up”(Rom 15:2).

Here at St. Gertrude, we have increased the venues and times 
for people to participate in the Sacred Liturgy and receive the 
sacraments. With the Archbishop’s permission, there is an 
additional liturgy on Holy Thursday and Good Friday; and we 
continue with the additional Sunday Masses in the gym. The 
reservation system for the liturgies of Holy Week and Easter 
aims to accommodate as many people as possible in an objective 
and equitable manner. Unfortunately, not everyone receives his 
preference. Here, patience is needed; and perhaps sacrifice to 
accept what is available or what is not.

The Archbishop reminds us that the dispensation from the 
Sunday Mass obligation will remain in place at least for 
now to not unduly burden the consciences of those who have serious 
health concerns, either for themselves or for someone in their immediate 
care. Likewise, please maintain vigilance when it comes to wearing masks, 
social distancing and using hand sanitizer in church. The health and 
safety of our communities continues to be of paramount importance.

As pastor of the parish and spiritual father for each member, 
my vocation is to lead everyone into an ever-deeper relationship 
with Jesus throughout his pilgrimage toward heaven. The days 
of Holy Week and Easter remind us that Christ loves the will of 
the Father. Therefore, He was obedient unto death, even death 
on a Cross for us and for our salvation. As disciples of Jesus, 
we receive all the graces we need to be conformed to Him and 
thereby empowered to love God and be obedient to Him. In His 
will is our freedom, our joy, and our peace.

Each of us is baptized into Christ, who has made us children of 
God and members of His Body, the Church. The Eucharist that 
we celebrate and receive fills the soul with grace and unites us 
in the peace of Christ. Through faith and with the help of God’s 
grace, we are called to be united with one another, respectful of 
one another, and charitable toward one another in every facet 
of life. 

Now is the occasion to establish a new “normal” in our parish 
where charity radiates from one to another and to all. Let us 
welcome those who are now making a return to Mass. Let us 
pray for those who are not yet ready or able to be physically 
present. Let us walk the path of charity together so that the new 
life we have in Christ will radiate brightly for all to see.

May this Holy Week and Easter season bring an abundance of 
grace, joy, and love into your life and into our parish celebrations.
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SCHOOL NEWS

PASSION PLAY
The annual St. Gertrude School Passion Play was presented 
by the seventh grade class to their parents. The event was 
livestreamed for friends and family, providing a Lenten 
opportunity for many.

Nurturing Intelligent & 
Virtuous Leaders

Find out more at www.stgertrudesch.org 
or visit us on Facebook

A loving & supportive environment 
where traditional values & modern 

teaching foster critical thinking, 
curiosity & collaboration.

6543 Miami Ave, Madeira, OH  |  513-561-8020

NOW ENROLLING
FOR 2021-2022

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE IN THE DOMINICAN TRADITION
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: IT’S NOT OKAY
BY BRAD BURSA 

Up until a few years ago, it was quite 
common to hear this trialogue in our house: 
Parent: “You need to apologize to your 
sister.” 

Guilty kid: “Sorrrrr-rrrrryyy” (while contorting face and looking away 
for the chance to run as soon as possible)
Injured party: (head raises slightly from teary heap and in a nearly 
inaudible voice) “It's...okay…” (before dropping back into mopey 
heap or slinking away while considering avenues for revenge)
The bottom line: It's actually 
not “okay.” It’s not “okay” 
that someone thrice your size 
colored on your forehead 
with a Sharpie. It’s not “okay” 
that someone pulled out your 
hair because you would not 
immediately heed that person’s 
request to read the book you 
were reading. It’s not “okay” 
that your toy car was smashed 
to smithereens for no apparent 
reason. Injustice is not an 
“okay,” just-sweep-it-under-the-rug kind of thing. Most of us have 
tried that and it does not work. Real problems need to really be dealt 
with, or else they fester and rot. 

...
As a boy, I remember learning quite viscerally about the problem of 
rotting things. A muskrat carcass floated downstream in the backyard 
creek of my childhood home. It got caught on some rocks. My buddies 
and I would check it out every day, because that’s what boys do. 
Usually there was some sort of dare to touch it or something. One of us 
eventually did stab its bloated, dead flesh, unleashing the foulest odor 
that has ever meandered into my nostrils. Naturally, we pulverized it 
with as many big rocks as we could – burying the stench under the 
water and not returning to the spot for several weeks. Rot that remains 
locked up eventually comes out, and when it does, it ain’t pretty. 

...
Needless to say, apologies and acts of forgiveness were not working in 
our house. 
Around this time, I came across some training materials from NET 
Ministries. NET trains and sends missionaries, usually between the 
ages of 18-25, all around the country to evangelize youth through 
dynamic retreat ministry. Because these young people are traveling 
around the country in close quarters, healthy team life is a must if 
ministry is going to be effective at all. One of their key training sessions 
has to do with admitting fault and granting forgiveness. 

Let me first illustrate a NET reconciliation dialogue, then I’ll explain 
the parts as I understand them (certainly, a NET official can correct 
me if I’m wrong!): 
Guilty Party: “I slapped you with a piece of lunch meat, and it was 
wrong. Will you forgive me?” 
Injured Party: “I forgive you.” 
Let’s take it from the guilty party first. Notice the admission of fault 
renames the offense – it puts flesh back on the sin. The person has to 
state, clearly, what he or she did. And, not only that, the person must 
admit that it was wrong. I think this is the key. It’s not just saying 
“sorry” as in “excuse me.” This formula requires a clear statement of 
the offense and an admission that it was morally wrong. Then, and only 
then, does one ask for forgiveness. 
Now, let’s wrap this up by talking about forgiveness. Forgiveness is 
basically my free decision to see the other person as a person again 
(note the “I” and the “you” in response to the request for forgiveness). 
Instead of seeing the other as a non-person, the cause of my hurt, the 
sum of their faults, etc., I see the other first and foremost as another 
human person. 
Forgiving the other does not mean excusing or implicitly condoning the 
wrongful action as “okay.” Forgiving the other does not mean that the 
pain caused by the offense vanishes, nor does it mean one should stuff 
away feelings or repress memories. Forgiveness justly acknowledges 
the truth by acknowledging the wrong as wrong. But, it does not stop 
there. Forgiveness is an act of mercy springing from the depths of 
one’s heart, the depths that have first been touched by God’s merciful 
initiative. Forgiveness means going before the other who wronged me, 
and completely giving the other his or her personhood again, so to 
speak. In other words, forgiveness restores a relationship where the 
relationship had been damaged or destroyed, and invites a path for 
ongoing healing, rebuilding trust, and so forth. 
The “Our Father” prayer reminds us of the importance of forgiving 
one another, lest our ability to receive God’s forgiveness be hampered. 
Jesus raises a high bar, telling us that we must “be merciful, even as your 
Father is merciful” (Lk. 6:36) and that we must forgive from the depths 
of our hearts in limitless fashion (cf. Mt. 18:23-35). The Christian 
family, home life, communal life, is the fundamental place where one 
learns how to ask for forgiveness and how to grant it. As the Catechism 
reminds us, “The home is the first school of the Christian life and ‘a 
school for human enrichment.’ Here one learns endurance and the joy 
of work, fraternal love, generous – even repeated – forgiveness” (1657). 
We introduced the reconciliation process from NET a few years ago. 
My wife and I practice it in our marriage and model it for our children. 
Most of the time, with regard to the kids, we still have to help them 
get started. It is neat, however, when we overhear them reconciling on 
their own. It’s a sign that while sin still abounds in our home, God’s 
grace operative in forgiveness abounds still more. 

The 4th Sunday of each month, we’ll feature stories and tips for trying to live the 
faith in ordinariness of life. 
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PARISH NEWS

PLEASE PRAY FOR...
THE SICK: 
Michael Bell, Bettie Caudill, Larry Collins, Marguerite Crema, 
Kylee Dawson, Triset Defonseka, Jean Ellert, Kathy Elsbernd, Lisa 
Ely, Bob Gerwin, Andrew Goad, Cameron Goad, Matthew Goad, 
Glenn Grismere, Loretta Holden, Hummel Family, Aiko Kimura, 
Ed Kinney, Janice Koncius, Nancy Lucas, Sandra Munyon, Gerry 
Patterson, Michelle (Lydon) Ruscher, Jane Sansalone, Ellen 
Schaengold, Patricia Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, 
Teddie Slaper, Jack Spilker, Jim Spurgin, Patricia Strauss, Judy 
Sullivan, Mary Saul, Mary Valker and Bill Van Hise

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES: 
Patrick Burke, Cole and Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel 
Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, 
Kelly Leugers, John Oscar, Sarah Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew 
Shannon, and Ian Tester

PRAY FOR THE DECEASED:
Mary Ellen Martin – mother of Kim Falck

LET US PRAY

Got your fill of Winter yet?Got your fill of Winter yet?

It’s time to plan for a HOT Summer!
The Bulldog Football program is gearing up for the 

2021 season. Be a proud part of the Dog Pack and join 
our long-standing tradition of player safety, character 

formation and competitive excellence.
Registration opens March 1st 
and will close on March 31st.
To find contacts and information, 
and to register, visit the St. 
Gertrude Booster’s site at  
www.sgsbulldogs.org 

EASTER NOVENA OF MASSES
A beautiful spiritual remembrance for your family, friends and 
loved ones at Easter is to enroll them in the Easter Novena of 
Masses to be offered here at St. Gertrude Church. This Novena 
of nine Masses begins Easter Sunday through Monday, April 12. 
Novena Cards are available at the entrances of the Church and 
also at the parish office in the school.

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 
APRIL 11TH 
Join us in the Church, Confessions from 2:00-
4:00 p.m., Chaplet of Divine Mercy at 3:00 
p.m. followed by renewal of Consecration to 
Divine Mercy.

BEACONS OF LIGHT PASTORAL 
PLANNING PROCESS 
To learn more about the Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s 

pastoral planning process, please visit catholicaoc.org/beacons.

3RD-8TH GRADE (GIRLS) VOLLEYBALL 
REGISTRATION IS OPEN
•	 Please visit the SGS Boosters website for more information 

and to register: sgsbulldogs.org/registration.
•	 Practices will tentatively start in August and season runs 

through mid-October.
•	 Registration will remain open until May 16.
•	 If you have any questions, or are interested in coaching 

(must be a parishioner 21 years or older) please contact the 
girls’ coordinator Shannon Schuler at shannon_schuler@
hotmail.com.

SAVE THE DATE OF JUNE 12TH FOR 
A VISIT FROM OUR LADY OF FATIMA 
NATIONAL STATUE
The Archdiocese of Cincinnati’s Bicentennial Marian Pilgrimage 
is one of the premier events and will be the longest Marian 
Pilgrimage in the United States. It will be 33 days long, over 300 
miles, hitting 36 parishes in every deanery in the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati. The Pilgrimage begins May 16, 2021 at the Our 
Lady of Fatima Shrine in Russells Point. From there pilgrims will 
process with The Statue of Our Lady of Fatima to a new host 
parish every day. 

St Gertrude will host the Statue on June 12th, the Feast of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary. We need Parishioners who can 
help feed the 10 Guardian Pilgrims a 
dinner or breakfast, or put them up 
for the night. We also will be looking 
for volunteers to venerate the statue 
throughout the night in groups or 
families. We will be reaching out to 
various ministries for additional help. 
More details will be forthcoming in 
the weeks ahead.
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COMMUNITY

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
The Archdiocese is recruiting 
Men and Women to be 
“Guardian Pilgrims” for 
this Pilgrimage. Each day, 

Guardian Pilgrims will carry a statue of Our Lady of Fatima 
between 6-15 miles as they process from one parish to the next. 
Guardian Pilgrims will commit to specific legs of the journey 
which last from 3-6 days. We will stop at approximately 36 
parishes and other institutions along the way. Statue Guardians 
must be at least 18 years old and outside of high school, physically 
capable of walking up to 15 miles in a single day while helping 
to carry the statue on a platform, and must commit to at least 
three consecutive days of the route. Those details are also on the 
website. You can find out more and register as Statue Guardian 
at https://www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/bicentennial-
marian-pilgrimage and click on “Join In.”

APRIL SHARING VAN
The Ladies of Charity will be collecting at the white van in the 
parking lot the weekend of April 10-11 before and after all Masses, 
except 6:00 p.m. The collection benefits HOPE EMERGENCY 
CENTER, an agency in Lynchburg, Ohio that aids the poor in 
Adams, Brown, Clinton, Highland and surrounding counties. 
The Center serves about 250 families that are struggling to 
make ends meet. Everyone that comes for food and clothing 
receives it. Their greatest needs this month are for food, diapers, 
formula, and baby food. Additionally, items needed on a regular 
basis include nonperishable food, personal hygiene items, and 
practical household items. Donations by cash or check are also 
appreciated. Please call Jean Wilkinson at 513-498-5085 with 
any questions. Your donations are so very much appreciated!

YOUNG ADULT IGNATIAN RETREAT
Rooted in the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius, this retreat, for 
men and women in their 20s and 30s, offers an exploration of 
the life, ministry, suffering, and death of Jesus Christ. The retreat 
invites you to seek the connection between Christ’s life and your 
own, revealing how His ministry, suffering, and death bring new 
life and meaning in your faith and your daily life.
When: April 23-25, 2021
Where: Jesuit Spiritual Center at Milford
Cost: $275.00 includes private room and meals
Registration: jesuitspiritualcenter.com/youngadults
Call: Mary Ellen at 513-248-3500, ext. 10 

PRO-LIFE MASS (APRIL 10) 
Please plan to join the Knights of Columbus for a Pro-Life Mass 
celebrated by our Pastor Fr. George Schommer – followed by a 
Rosary Procession to Planned Parenthood – on Saturday, April 10.
The Mass takes place beginning at 8:00 a.m. at Holy Name 
Church, 2422 Auburn Avenue followed by Eucharistic 
Adoration. The congregation then processes the couple blocks 
to Planned Parenthood, praying the Rosary peacefully, before 
processing back to Holy Name for Benediction.
These Masses are organized by a dedicated group of pro-life 
individuals and take place every Saturday morning at Holy Name 
Church with Mass celebrated by a visiting priest. It is a prayerful 
opportunity to give witness to the sin of abortion and pray for 
the innocent children, the parents, and those working in the 
abortion industry.

BABY BOTTLE FUNDRAISER
Again this year, the Knights of Columbus is organizing a Baby 
Bottle Fundraiser to benefit the Pregnancy Care Center at Old 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church located in the Over-the-Rhine 
neighborhood of Cincinnati. Over the last 9 years, the generous 
parishioners of St. Gertrude have donated over $62,000 to help 
Old St. Mary’s provide education and care for women during 
and after pregnancy. Teri Huwel – the Director of the center – 
shares how these funds are used to support their mission:
“Our mission at Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center is to save the 
lives of unborn children and help their moms with material 
supplies. Also, our counseling and daily Bible Study (well 
attended) helps with Evangelization.
Some of the items we provide: Diapers, Pull-ups, baby wipes, 
baby lotion, baby oil, baby wash, baby shampoo, Vaseline, Q-tips, 
bottles, training cups, umbrella strollers, car seats, pack n plays, 
baby carriers, clothing (size newborn to size 6T).
We also have a Newborn Baby Packet Program, where moms 
receive a large bag of much needed items, after attending a class.
The money we receive is a Godsend, as we are trusting in God 
completely, and will enable us to buy the most needed items.”
Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center Fundraiser Details –
The Knights will be handing out Baby Bottles after all Masses 
on April 10/11. Please fill the bottles with change, currency, 
or checks; then bring them back when you attend Mass on one 
of the following 2 weekends: April 17/18 or April 24/25. Or 
you can return filled bottles to the parish office. The Knights 
will distribute 100% of funds raised to Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy 
Center on behalf of St. Gertrude parish. We thank you in advance 
for your generous support of life!
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HOLY TEACHING

ASK A PRIEST—
COMMUNION FROM 
THE CHALICE?
BY FR. JOHN MARK SOLITARIO, O.P.

Q: Why don’t Roman Catholics typically 
receive Communion from the chalice? Doesn’t 
the Church teach that it is better to receive 

both the Body and the Blood of Christ?
A: This important question hits on two points: one theological 
and one practical. Let me quote for everyone the paragraph in 
the Catechism to which you are referring:
“Since Christ is sacramentally present under each of the species, 
communion under the species of bread makes it possible to receive all the 
fruits of Eucharistic grace. For pastoral reasons this manner of receiving 
communion has been legitimately established as the most common form in 
the Latin rite. But ‘the sign of communion is more complete when given 
under both kinds, since in that form the sign of the Eucharistic meal 
appears more clearly.’” (CCC 1390)
Here’s the theological point that every Catholic must understand: 
the tiniest fragment of the consecrated Host or smallest drop of 
the consecrated wine contains the whole Christ. The appearances 
of bread and wine remain with their natural sizes, dimensions, 
tastes, etc. But the substance or “what” of the matter has changed. 
It is Jesus Christ, once crucified and buried, now risen. Body, 
blood, soul, and divinity; nothing of Him is missing except His 
own natural appearances! At the Mass (and by extension, during 
Adoration), we have direct access to this divinely commanded 
suspension of nature, this “mystery of faith.” When Jesus is 
received sacramentally under the appearance of the smallest 
Eucharistic particle, He wants to and can bring the fullness of 
grace to the recipient.
Of course, the Lord instituted the Sacrament of the Eucharist by 
separately consecrating bread and wine. So, the practical aspect 
to your question deserves an answer. As the Catechism admits, 
“the sign of Communion is more complete when given 
under both kinds.” So what are the practical concerns 
and how do they justify Communion under just one 
kind? Is this the only way Roman Catholics can receive 
Communion?
First, history (and very recent history…e.g. the 
Coronavirus pandemic) has shown that Communion 
under both kinds is practically challenging (fear of 
germs, danger of spillage, large numbers of the faithful) 
and not necessarily desired by all the faithful. The 
accepted practice among the faithful in the Roman 

Catholic Church for the better part of 1,000 years has been to 
receive the Host alone, with the priest partaking of both Host 
and chalice. This approach was standardized by the Council 
of Trent in the sixteenth century and became the only way lay 
Roman Catholics received Holy Communion for the next four 
hundred years. (Contrast this to the common practice in the 
Eastern Catholic Churches, where, to this day, both consecrated 
bread and wine are mixed together in a chalice and distributed 
to the faithful via a special metal spoon.)
Second, following the Second Vatican Council, the possibility 
of receiving Communion under both kinds was re-extended to 
the laity in the Roman Rite. Liturgical law today allows Holy 
Communion under both kinds to those serving at the altar as well 
as to the faithful in various special circumstances (for example, 
newlyweds at their Nuptial Mass). Further permissions can be 
issued through the local bishop. In these situations, various 
reverent “methods” are proposed such as intinction (dipping the 
Host into the consecrated wine), metal spoons such as are used 
in the Eastern Churches, and special straws that can be used to 
syphon the precious Blood. It can be beneficial to partake of the 
Eucharist in this way, even if only on special occasions, so that 
“the sign of the Eucharistic meal appears more clearly.”
St. Thomas Aquinas emphasized that although various reasons 
like those stated above may make Holy Communion under both 
kinds impractical, the Sacrament of Christ’s Body and Blood 
is completed at Mass with the consecration of the bread and 
the wine. The faithful may receive under just one kind, but the 
priest must offer and consume the Eucharist under both kinds 
at every Mass he celebrates. This assures that the sacrament is 
offered and received as instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ, even 
if various options remain available for the Christian faithful at 
large, under the guidance of their pastors.
“Ask a priest” will be a regular format for our Holy Teaching section in the coming 
months. Submit your own question to bulletin@stgertrude.org for one of our Dominican 
priests to answer in the bulletin!
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Monday, 
March 29

Tuesday, 
March 30

Wednesday, 
March 31

Thursday, 
April 1

Friday, 
April 2

Saturday, 
April 3

Sunday, 
April 4

Religious 
Education
3:30 p.m.
School Atrium

True Devotion
12:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Adult Choir
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

Parish Office & 
School Closed

Parish Office & 
School Closed

Office of Readings, 
Morning Prayers
8:00 a.m.
Church

Core Team 
Meeting
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Children’s Choir
3:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

LFL Book Club
7:30 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Joseph Mtg. Rm.

Office of Readings, 
Morning Prayers
8:00 a.m.
Church

Healing Rosary
7:00 p.m.
Church

Boy Scouts
7:00 p.m.
School Cafeteria

Benediction
8:50 p.m.
Church

Stations of the 
Cross
7:30 p.m.
Outside

RCIA 
7:00 p.m.
Parish Center 
St. Dominic Lobby

THE WEEK AHEAD

For guidelines about meetings on campus and scheduling information, please visit:
stgertrude.org/covid-19-guidelines/.

Collection for March 21
Weekly Budget 	 $	 38,235
Collection 	 $	 25,693
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 12,542)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2021)
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 1,492,941
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 1,461,065
Fiscal YTD Deficit	 ($	 31,876)

Please note the upcoming Good Friday Collection for the Holy Land Shrine. Pope Francis 
has asked our parish to support the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in 
the Holy Land. Through the Pontifical Good Friday Collection, you stand in solidarity with the 
Church in the Holy Land as a witness of peace, supporting Catholics there in parishes and schools, 
maintaining Christian shrines and caring for refugees in the Holy Land. Please be generous!



St. Gertrude Roman Catholic Church9

Parish Staff
Rev. George Schommer, O.P., pastor
Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P., parochial vicar 
Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P., parochial vicar 

Dominican Friars in Residence
Very Rev. John Langlois, O.P., prior
Rev. Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Rev. John Corbett, O.P.
Rev. Paul J. Keller, O.P.
Rev. Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master

St. Gertrude School – 513.561.8020
Principal – Sr. Maria Christi Greve, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Sarah Schilling	 513.315.1053
School Advisory Council 

Office of Administration – 513.561.5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan 	 ext 2102
Wedding/Bereavement Coordinator – 
  AnnaMaria Spurgin 	 amspurgin@stgertrude.org
Bulletin Editor 	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Sacristan – Sheila Saalfeld 	 ext 2401
Director of Music – Catherine Fishlock	 ext 2116

Office of Evangelization – 513.561.5954
Executive Director – Brad Bursa, PhD	 ext 2109
Primary Evangelization: PK-2nd Grade & Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd 
 Cindy Wurzelbacher 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Evangelization: 3rd-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
Jr. High Youth Ministry: 7th-8th Grade – Bryan Wells 	 ext 2109
High School Youth Ministry – Megan Dickert 	 ext 2109
Executive Assistant – Kristen Eggers 	 513.561.8369
Aquinas Society of Cincinnati (Adults & Families) – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.
Rites of Christian Initiation (R.C.I.A.) – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands – Nancy Lucas 	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Phil Motz	 513-444-5072
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson 	 513.498.5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic 	 513.317.4123
Pregnancy Center East (for all pregnancy needs)	 513.321.3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier 	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society – Jim Spurgin 	 513.561.5954, ext 2112
Visitation of the Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.803

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – Fr. Dan Schmitmeyer	 513.421.3131
Dominican Friars – 
 Fr. Jacob Bertrand Janczyk, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters – Sr. Mara Grace, O.P.	 615.256.5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Baptism Team –
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose 	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann 	 513.984.803
Natural Family Planning – David & Ann Stein 	 513.561.5751
Pastoral Council – Mark Kosobud 	 513.469.0852
Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration 	 513.561.5954 ext 2136
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins 	 513.265.1897
Regina Veritatis Prayer & Healing – Nealy Mechley 	513.505.1740
Respect Life – Debbie Graham 	 513.984.4766
Rosary Making – Larry Ball 	 513.831.8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 513.505.1740

Liturgical Ministries
Adult Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 513.697.9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion – 	 513.561.5954
Lectors – 	 513.561.5954 ext 1123
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 513.891.4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild – 
 Cristina Genung	 513.404.6011
St. Joseph the Worker Society – 
 Rev. Clement Dickie, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 513.791.6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Catherine Fishlock	 513.561.5954

Spiritual Groups
Adult Bible Study – 	 513.561.5954
Amiguitas del Corazón de Jesús – 
 Nora Klopp-Frias	 noraklopp08@gmail.com
Angelic Warfare Confraternity – 
 Rev. John Mark Solitario, O.P.	 513.561.5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 513.536.6275
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Paul Rieger	 513.885.5903
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary – 
 Brian Zappia	 513.791.7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) – 
 Jonathan Ring	 ringjp@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) – 
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 513.335.1700 or fth5131119@aol.com
FAMILIA/CANA Family For Mothers – 
 Anita Pappalardo	 513.248.8237
Holy Family Prayer Group – Malissa Frohlich	 513.519.5197 
Special Needs Moms Support Group – 
 Tina Rolfes	 tina.rolfes123@gmail.com
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 513.984.4708

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Marc Gerwel	 513.774.7779
Boy Scouts – Robert Dinga	 612.616.8242
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 513.379.1010
Garden Club – Susan Brokaw	 513.702.6877
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 513.520.6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 513.504.0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 513.417.9227

PARISH DIRECTORY
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 513-574-0005 Residential & Commercial
 www.andersonautomatic.com “Since 1929”

Heating & Cooling
Providing Heating & Cooling Services to Parishioners of St. Gertrude since 1929.

Automatic

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

•	Business/Corporate	Transactions/Contracts

Now Offering Permanent Makeup
(513) 429-3110

7835 Camargo Road, Madeira, OH
www.thedeluxenailsspa.com

Voted Best
of CinCinnati

 2018

Mon-Fri 9:30a-8:00p
Sat 9:30a-6:30p
Sun 11:00a-6:00p

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600

Central Insulation
Systems, Inc.

Electric Company Inc.
350 Pike Street, Covington, KY

859-491-2984

Robert L. Franer III, AAMS®

Parishioner & Member of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Faith based Financial Planning and Investment Management

513-334-1621 (O) | 513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.franerfinancialadvice.com

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Compliments of
A Friend of the Parish

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating

513-561-4600
www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

Every family has their traditions...
Traditions can be a part of yours.

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243

513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM

Gary BergmanGary Bergman
OCNT-LandscapeOCNT-Landscape

(513) 200-9141(513) 200-9141
designsofnature@embarqmail.comdesignsofnature@embarqmail.com

Landscape Design & Installation
                    Lawn & Bed Care

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
ENROLLING NOW!

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

FREE PICK UP & DELIVERY SERVICE

513-321-5100
Widmerscleaners.com

7700 Shawnee Run Rd.,
Cincinnati, 45243Premier Dry Cleaners Since 1910

HALPIN
PLUMBING, INC.

513-631-2001
REMODEL/REPAIR

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Organizing & 
decluttering support 

for homes & small 
businesses

A life better organized 
has more time

for living!702-1849

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 51 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

STRAWSER & STALEY
FUNERAL HOMES

BLUE ASH
9503 Kenwood Rd., Blue Ash OH 45242 

513-791-7203 • www.strawserfuneralhome.com 
Traditional Burial, Pre-Arranged Planning, Green 

Burial, Cremation Service and Pet Death Care.

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

Funeral HomeFuneral Home
Since 1910

3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.
Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Directors: 
Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 

& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

NMLS# 287975

JEFF STANLEY
Portfolio Manager
Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3376205 12/2020

The Stanley Edwards Group 
at Morgan Stanley

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)

www.ericbenderlaw.com
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road

in Blue Ash
Visa/Mastercard Accepted

ATECH Fire Services
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

513-755-1222

7319 Columbia Road

Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
Parishioner

513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

elderkofc.org
Join today.

Visit kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kinsella

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

561-5285
7880 Camargo Rd.

kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave., 

Ste. 201
fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
www.chuckborchers.com

Accepting New 
Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.

513-791-5353
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-271-0732

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

OH HVAC Lic. #30854 KY HVAC Lic. M04694
OH Plumbing Lic. #46270

Process
Construction

MECHANICAL CONTRACTOR

Specializing in Piping, HVAC/R,  
Plumbing & Service • Commercial & Industrial

www.processconstruction.com
(513) 251-2211   1421 Queen City Avenue

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.

Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 30 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms

Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches

Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting
Your Complete Home 

Repair Company

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

513-396-7446 
fastsigns.com/352

3248 Highland Avenue,  
Cincinnati, OH 45213

Madeira Owned

Let’s make it happen!®

Monika DeRoussel
mderoussel@hotmail.com REALTOR®

513-289-1039

Gilligan Funeral Homes
Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Road • 891-8373
Traditional & Cremation Services

www.gilliganfuneralhomes.com

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash

Parishioner since 2000

513-561-2400
Stephen K. Shaw   (513) 673-8258
skshawlaw@gmail.com I skshawlaw.com
8157 Camargo Rd., Madeira, OH 45243

WILLS I TRUSTS I PROBATE

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

March 28, 2021 – Palm Sunday 
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TREE TRIMMING 
& REMOVAL

Joe Semrad III, Local Resident 
Certified Arborist

513-631-4442
ScapesOhio.com

Since 1987


