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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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MASSES AND CONFESSIONS AT ST. GERTRUDE

Parish Office Hours
Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 8:30 a.m.-12 p.m.

Church Hours
Every day: 7 a.m.-9 p.m.

Parish Information
6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

Monday, July 17, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Julia Huesing by Her Children
	 8 a.m.	 † Irena Andrejev by John & Jenny Ward
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Deceased Members of the Dominican Order

Tuesday, July 18, St. Camillus de Lellis
	 7 a.m.	 † Sister Mary deLellis, SND by Tricia Speicher
	 8 a.m.	 † Albertus Schuster by Amber Dawson
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Joe Silvers by Pat & Don Schoo

Wednesday, July 19, Weekday
	 7 a.m.	 † Jack & Sarah Murray by The Murray Family
	 8 a.m.	 Steve & Debbie Henderson by Alan Henderson
	 11:30 a.m.	 Donna Marcello by Nancy Lucas

Thursday, July 20, St. Apollinaris
	 7 a.m.	 † Emmanuel Miklos by The Bailey Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Mary Teller by Finnegan Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Megan Clark Johnson by Ray & Marylyn Clark

Friday, July 21, St. Lawrence of Brindisi
	 7 a.m.	 † Ann Nolte by The Tribbe Family
	 8 a.m.	 † Patsy Scalo by The Wainscott Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 † Clyde Dorn by The Dorn Family

Saturday, July 22, St. Mary Magdalene
	 8 a.m.	 † Keith Noble by The Noble Family
	 11:30 a.m.	 John Spilker by Lisa & James Bertke
	 4:30 p.m.	 James Henderson by The Henderson Family

Sunday, July 23, 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
	 8 a.m.	 † Donald Joseph Conlin by Kevin & Anne Lynch
	 10 a.m.	 † Edward & Margaret Schlueter by David & Peggy Schlueter
	 12 p.m.	 People of St. Gertrude
	 6 p.m.	 † Olive & Joseph Rajaratnam by Shirly Ramenaden

Confessions will be heard in the church Monday-Friday at 4 p.m., 
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday at 3:30 p.m.
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FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK

PRAYER FROM  
ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

Prayer during Adoration
O most loving Father, I offer you this your 
beloved Son as a sacrifice of unceasing 
praise and as a perpetual sacrifice of 
propitiation for all our sins. Look, I pray, 
on the face of your Christ, and remember 
that most abundant reparation he made to 

you for our sins on the cross, and have mercy on us. Amen.

COVER IMAGE: Parable of the Sower, stained glass 
window from Canterbury Cathedral. Photo by Father 
Lawrence Lew, O.P. Photo used with permission.

A PROPHETIC VOICE,  
55 YEARS LATER

It was 55 years ago this month that Pope Paul 
VI, in the midst of almost unprecedented media 
fanfare, issued his encyclical Human Vitae, on the 
topic of artificial birth control. In the weeks and 
months leading up to the release of the document, 
nearly every “expert” that was interviewed by 

newspapers and TV news shows professed a virtual certainty that the 
pope’s encyclical would reverse the constant teaching of the Church on 
the immorality of artificial birth control and give an official “green light” 
to Catholic couples who wished to avail themselves to such measures. 
Instead, the encyclical reaffirmed the traditional teaching of the Church. 
The outrage over this decision led to a firestorm of protests from both 
within and outside the Church and a level of dissent internally, the likes of 
which have rarely (if ever) been seen in the history of Catholicism.

That there would be protests was not a surprise to Pope Paul VI; he 
wrote toward the end of the encyclical, “It is to be anticipated that perhaps 
not everyone will easily accept this particular teaching. There is too much 
clamorous outcry against the voice of the Church, and this is intensified 
by modern means of communication. But it comes as no surprise to the 
Church that she, no less than her divine Founder, is destined to be a ‘sign 
of contradiction.’ (Lk 2:34). She does not, because of this, evade the duty 
imposed on her of proclaiming humbly but firmly the entire moral law, 
both natural and evangelical” (18).

Pope Paul VI was a prophet. Beyond the immorality of contraceptive 
acts in themselves and the impact on the individuals resorting to such 
means, he also predicted that widespread contraception would have a 
devastating impact on our culture as a whole. In Human Vitae he predicts 
that widespread use of artificial contraception would result in increased 
marital infidelity, an attitude (on the part of many men) to reduce women 
to nothing more than instruments for the satisfaction of their own desires, 
governments imposing contraception as a means of “resolving problems” 
affecting whole countries, and a general lowering of moral standards. 
Many people mocked Paul VI in 1968 for asserting such things. Over 50 
years later, can anyone argue that all four of those predictions have not 
come to pass? Infidelity rates in marriage have increased dramatically, to 
the point that we have become so numb to infidelity that some couples 
readily accept it (or, even more shockingly, choose it) as a part of married 
life. The objectification of women (seen especially today in the explosion 
of internet pornography) is absolutely out of control. Over the last 
decades, the United Nations and many first-world nations (the United 
States most of all) have regularly linked food and economic aid to third-
world countries with the demand that those countries impose the spread 
of contraceptives and even have conducted forced sterilization campaigns. 
And as for the general lowering of moral standards . . . simply look around. 
Those who are old enough to remember life in the 1950s versus life today 
can testify to how radically our society has lost its moral compass. 

Were all of the present ills purely a result of birth control? Of course 

not. But we would be fools to deny it was one of the contributing 
factors. The “contraceptive mentality,” which widespread birth 
control fuels, damages our basic understanding of humanity. The 
most beautiful, most precious, most unique gift in the entire 
world is the gift of a new human life, a baby. Rather than viewing 
a baby as a gift of infinite worth and value, the contraceptive 
mentality sends a very different message: a baby, a new human 
life, is a burden, an imposition, a hardship. In short, instead of 
a gift, a new life is seen as an enemy—an enemy of my comfort, 
an enemy of my independence, an enemy of my plans for my life. 

A society that sees babies as enemies is a society that has  
no future. Pope Paul VI saw that. May we wake up and see that 
too . . . before it is too late.

God bless,

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

P.S. At all the Masses next weekend (July 22-23), parishioners who 
are part of our parish’s Natural Family Planning (NFP) ministry 
will be giving short witness talks sharing about the beauty and grace 
to be found in NFP. Natural Family Planning, which gives couples 
the tools to more deeply understand and communicate with each 
other about the natural cycles of fertility, offers a morally good way 
to delay or space pregnancy (when there is a serious need to do so) 
and can also be a huge help to couples struggling with infertility 
who long for the gift of a child. I encourage everyone to listen with 
open hearts to their testimonies and stop by their information 
table after Mass to take some materials to learn more about this 
beautiful gift we’ve been given.
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SCHOOL NEWS

EDCHOICE SCHOLARSHIP  
PROGRAM EXPANDING!
As you may have heard in the news, the recent state budget signed 
earlier this month by Gov. Mike DeWine includes substantial 
increases to the EdChoice Scholarship Program. From what we are 
being told, these changes uphold, strengthen, and seek to expand 
educational liberties for parents as the original and primary educators 
of their children. We await final details in the coming weeks from 
the Ohio Department of Education. For now, we can confidently 
say that these changes will positively impact all St. Gertrude 
School families and, we hope, will open the door to many of 
our St. Gertrude families who desire an authentic Catholic 
and uniquely Dominican education for their children. Stay 
tuned for additional special announcements and communication on 
changes to the EdChoice Scholarship Program and how these changes 
may benefit you.

MEET OUR NEW PRINCIPAL: 
SISTER MARY AGNES GREIFFENDORF, O.P.

A native of southwest Michigan, Sister 
Mary Agnes entered the Dominican Sisters of 
St. Cecilia in Nashville, Tennessee, in 1997. She 
has taught in Catholic elementary and secondary 
schools and served in numerous administrative 
positions including president of Aquinas 

College in Nashville, Tennessee; principal of St. Pius V School 
in Providence, Rhode Island; director of Bethany Retreat House 
in Dickson, Tennessee; associate director of Faith Formation at  
St. James Catholic Church in Elizabethtown, Kentucky; and assistant 
director of development for St. Cecilia Congregation. As director 
of education and coordinator of New Evangelization Initiatives for 
her religious congregation, she supported the work of her sisters in 
their teaching and leadership in over 50 educational institutions of 
all levels in the United States, Canada, Australia, and Europe. Most 
recently, she served as the founding director of the Institute for the 
Transformation of Catholic Education at The Catholic University of 
America in Washington, D.C.

Sister Mary Agnes holds a bachelor’s degree in teacher education 
from Aquinas College in Nashville, a master’s degree in educational 
administration from the University of Notre Dame, a master’s 
degree in theology from Providence College, and a Ph.D. in Catholic 
educational leadership from The Catholic University of America. 
She served on the board of directors for the National Catholic 
Educational Association (NCEA) from 2015 to 2022 and is currently 
a consultant to the Committee on Catholic Education of the United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB). 

Sister Mary Agnes taught second grade at St. Gertrude School 
from 2004 to 2007 and is thrilled to be back. She is here during the 
summer, so please take a moment to introduce yourself!

OFFICE HOURS
For the week of July 17, the school office will be open Monday–
Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. and closed on Friday.
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EVANGELIZATION

(TRYING TO) LIVE THE 
MISSION: THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD IS NOT A 
CHEESEBURGER
BY TYLER CASTRUCCI, COORDINATOR 
OF ADULT EVANGELIZATION

Burger King, the famous “home of the 
Whopper,” recently fell from the number 
two fast-food burger chain, to number three. 
Apparently, years of settling for second place 
behind McDonald’s was acceptable, but being 

usurped by Wendy’s and demoted to third caused an existential crisis 
in the C-suite. It was time to rebrand. According to the marketing 
firm in charge of helping Burger King reclaim its rightful spot as 
the proud second fiddle to McDonald’s, the goal of the rebrand is 
to “make the brand feel less synthetic and artificial and more real, 
craveable, and tasty.” Mmm, I’m hungry already! All for the low low 
cost of $400 million dollars over two years, Burger King is betting that 
this new marketing campaign will return the company to its roots and 
increase sales by conjuring up nostalgia for a bygone era of carefree 
summer nights with juicy Whoppers, crispy fries, and ice cold Coke. 
Now I’m really hungry!

Time will tell if Burger King’s strategy will work or not, but 
clearly marketing matters. The product you are selling could be the 
greatest thing since sliced bread, but it won’t matter if people don’t 
know about it. This is why it seems so strange that Jesus only reveals 
the meaning of his parables to the Twelve. The Good News that God 
sent his only begotten Son to save us from sin so that we might live 
with him forever is the most important message conceivable . . . so 
where’s the $400 million ad campaign?! The Apostles themselves are 
wondering this same thing in today’s Gospel when they ask, “Why 
do you speak to them (the crowd) in parables?” The answer is that 
Jesus is not selling a product or trying to increase his second-quarter 
profits. The kingdom of God is not a cheeseburger; it is the free gift 
of grace for those willing to accept it. Jesus reveals the meaning of 
the parable to the Twelve not so that they become some sort of elite 
class of privileged intellectuals, but so that they might increase their 
faith in him and thus be equipped to go out into the world and make 
disciples of others.

It was not clever marketing and branding that led to the rise 
of Christianity in the early years of the Church. Rather, it was 
the passionate and authentic witness of disciples who had truly 
encountered the risen Jesus. Many people are familiar with the quote 
that has been dubiously attributed to St. Francis of Assisi to “preach 
the Gospel at all times. Use words when necessary.” Sadly, this has 
led many people to think that they don’t ever need to talk about their 
faith. Nothing could be further from the truth! The Apostles simply 
could not keep themselves from preaching the Good News of Christ. 
St. Paul speaks to this compulsion when he says, “Woe to me if I 

do not preach the Gospel!” (1 Corinthians 9:16). By virtue of our 
Baptism, we are made partakers of this mission to make disciples 
and offered the grace to accomplish it. Evangelization, then, is not 
reserved to the clergy, or a particular group of especially zealous 
individuals; rather, it is the basic requirement for all Christians. Jesus 
is the sower of the seed, but we are called to participate in that work.

Here’s my challenge (to myself included): Will you invite one 
person whom you know that is far from the Church in some manner 
to some event happening in our parish in the next month? This could 
be a group you’re involved in (a Bible study, prayer group, Holy Hour, 
etc.), or a special event (Drinking with Dominicans, Parish Picnic, 
etc.). The goal is to simply extend the invitation to come and see what 
life is like as a follower of Jesus here at St. Gertrude. While there may 
be some who have “ears but do not hear” and “eyes but do not see,” 
we nevertheless must make Christ known. 

LOGO 
1969

LOGO 
1999

LOGO 
TODAY
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BAPTISM

PARISH NEWS

WELCOME NEW PARISHIONERS

Dustin & Becky Clark
Tate & Lahdan Hilgefort
Tarcisio Moreira & Renata Guerra
Ken & JoAnne Lacey

Nathaniel & Rachel Norman
Martin & Mary Mullaney
Augustin Sharpshair

PLEASE PRAY FOR . . .
THE SICK:
Simon Berry, Maureen S. Currens, Triset Defonseka, Pamela 
K. Dwyer, Lisa Ely, Lynn Fedele, Dick Gelhaus, Bob Gerwin, 
Goad Family, Baby Leo Henry Grolmes, Elsa Hall, Jane Hazelton, 
Hummel Family, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura, Diane Kosobud, Ed 
and Karen Larkin, Kevin Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung, 
Elaine O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gerry Patterson, Gert Patterson, Patricia 
Scherer, Pegge Schuermann, Richard Seifert, Teddie Slaper, Jack 
Spilker, Michael Stoll, Judy Sullivan, Debbie Van Hise, Brigitte 
Vielhauer and Kerry Walden

THOSE IN THE ARMED FORCES:
Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores, 
Jr., Cole Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian, Mike 
Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, 
Dominic Lloyd, Seth McGann, John Murdock, Jr., John Oscar, Sarah 
Ries, Dan Roseman, Andrew Shannon, Ian Tester, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED:
† All Our Beloved Dead

LET US PRAY

Sunday, July 2, 2023

Child: Jude Matulaitis Krol | Parents: Julianne & Alexander Krol

Child: Christopher John Morgan | Parents: Maddy & Nick Morgan

Child: Hayden James Pittsley | Parents: Morgan & Nick Pittsley

Child: Olivia James Smith | Parents: Kaitlin & Matt Smith

CENTENNIAL BOOKS ON SALE
Our stunning centennial book, St. Gertrude Church: The First 100 Years, 
is for everyone who calls St. Gertrude Parish home. Get your copy for 
just $35 at The Catholic Shop (7015 Miami Ave.), in the parish office, 
or before or after any Mass the weekend of July 22-23. Check, cash, 
and credit cards accepted. 

CALLING ALL SMALL BUSINESSES 
AND VENDORS!
On Saturday, October 7, from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., St. Gertrude 
Parish and the Archdiocese of Cincinnati will be co-hosting the event, 
Gift of Our Fertility: A Workshop for Moms and Daughters. We are 
looking for small businesses and vendors geared toward mothers and 
girls (ages 10-13) to have booths at the event for 
moms and daughters to check out, shop, and learn 
more. If you would like to apply for a FREE table, 
please contact nfp@stgertrude.org. Spots are 
limited. Application deadline is September 1. Scan 
the QR code to learn more about the event.

INTRO TO FERTILITY CLASS
Join us for a free, virtual Introduction to NFP course on Tuesday, 
July 25, from 6 to 7 p.m. This introductory class, taught by registered 
nurse/certified Marquette Method instructor Jenna Bernardo, covers 
male and female reproductive anatomy and different Natural Family
Planning (NFP) methods and discusses the benefits of NFP for 
individuals and their spouses. Whether you are a single woman charting 
for health, an engaged couple preparing for marriage (continued 
education needed for pre-cana), a married couple seeking a refresher, 
or someone considering NFP for the first time, this class provides a 
no-risk option for valuable information. Completing the class offers 
the opportunity for a discounted Marquette Method education. To 
RSVP or learn more, please email nfp@stgertrude.com.

 

 

 
    

8 : 0 0  a . m .  –  1 2 : 3 0  p . m .  

S t .  G e r t r u d e  C h u r c h  
M a d e i r a ,  O H  4 5 2 4 3  

QUESTIONS? 
Contact Adriana Vasquez at  

avasquez@catholicaoc.org or Jenna Bernardo at 
jennamarquettern@gmail.com 

 

Sr. Karolyn Nunes, FSGM 

Co-hosted by the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and the 
St. Gertrude NFP Team, this event is geared toward 
moms and their young daughters (ages 10-13) to 
spend time together learning about God’s beautiful 
plan for the gift of fertility.  

Starting with Holy Mass at 8:00 am, this workshop 
will include presentations on puberty by highlighting 
authentic femininity, modesty, the biology of the 
reproductive system, and the development of a 
baby in utero. Featured speakers include Sr. Karolyn 
Nunes, FSGM, Geneva Ulmer of Pregnancy Center 
Plus, and certified NFP instructors from St. 
Gertrude’s Parish. Coffee and a light lunch will be 
provided. The cost is $30 per family. Please RSVP 
online no later than September 30, 2023.   

https://www.centerforthenewevangelization.org/eve
nt/the-gift-of-fertility-a-workshop-for-moms-and-
daughters 

 
Geneva Ulmer 



6Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | July 16, 2023

COMMUNITY NEWS

KNIGHTS ROSARY SOCIAL
Join the Knights of Columbus Archbishop Elder 
Council #1195 and their families on Tuesday, July 
18, at 7 p.m. in the church to pray the rosary. After 
the rosary, Honor Flight Tri-State director Cheryl 

Popp and author Peter Bronsor will speak about how the Honor 
Flights got started, why these trips are offered to veterans, and how 
they find veterans to fly to Washington, D.C., to visit the memorials. 
The presentation will be in the Parish Center, and refreshments will 
be provided.

BEING PREPARED IS EVERYTHING
Come to a preplanning seminar at Gate of Heaven Cemetery on 
Tuesday, July 25, at 11 a.m., 2 p.m., or 6 p.m. The seminar is no 
more than 90 minutes and can be helpful in communicating your 
wishes to loved ones, reducing stress for your family and friends, 
saving money, and more. Please RSVP to community@gateofheaven.
org or (513) 489-0300, and let us know how many family and friends 
will be coming with you, what parish you are from, and which seminar 
you plan to attend. The seminar will be in the St. Peter’s Chapel 
(11000 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, OH 45249).

CREATED - TEEN RETREAT
Register your teen for Created, a free Theology of the Body summer 
retreat for teens! There will be games, reflection, and discussion as 
we dive into what it means to be human and how we are called to 
love. This Catholic retreat will be held at the beautiful Jesuit Spiritual 
Center in Milford. Hurry, space is limited.

EUCHARISTIC MIRACLES CONFERENCE
You’re invited to a Eucharistic Miracles Conference at Our Lady of 
the Holy Spirit Center in Norwood this August 11th-13th. Learn 
about the many Eucharistic miracles around the world. Discover 
what the Church teaches about this precious gift and why it is pivotal 
to your spiritual journey. Hear speakers Fr. Leo 
Patalinghug, Fr. Ryan Ruiz, Fr. Ethan Moore, Fr. 
Rob Jack and more. Music by The Vigil Project. 
Learn, pray, adore, and ignite your faith! Register 
at hostofmiracles.org or by scanning the QR code. 

CALLING ALL CRAFTERS! 
Are you ready to showcase your homemade crafts or your small 
business products? The St. Gertrude Ladies of Charity Craft and Gift 
Show is looking for you! Showcase your items in this special event 
on October 21 from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Contact Jean Wilkinson at 
(513) 498-5085 or Donna Marcello at (513) 677-1531 for more 
information.

GET PAID TO HELP DEFEND LIFE IN OHIO 
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America is now hiring full-time and 
part-time pro-life field representatives. Help defeat the Ohio 
abortion ballot initiative and promote a culture of life in Ohio. Field 
representatives go to targeted doors in their community to conduct 
a simple survey on pro-life issues with voters. Field representatives’ 
starting pay is $15/hour with $0.30/mile expense reimbursement for 
their travels. Hours are flexible (up to 40 hours per week). Must be 
16 or older, able to abide by strict daily reporting requirements, and 
committed to our pro-life mission. To apply, contact Katie Froman at 
(847) 922-5913 or katie@sbalistfield.org. 
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ASK AN EXPERT 

ASK AN EXPERT –  
AN OB/GYN’S PERSPECTIVE 
ON THE PROPOSED OHIO 
AMENDMENT
ANGELA BEALE MARTIN, MD, PARISHIONER

IMPORTANT NOTE: This question covers 
the proposed amendment on abortion that 
is on the ballot for the November election, 

which is different from the proposed amendment for the 
special election on August 8. 

Q: What is important for Ohioans to know about The Right 
to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and 
Safety amendment that is on the ballot for the November 
election, and what is at stake for doctors?
A: A decade into my career as an OB/GYN, I still carry with me some 
of the most important advice I’ve ever been given: to live what you are 
passionate about—all the way out to your fingertips. I think of this 
advice as I help women through labor and emergency surgery, simply 
hold their hands during times of grief, care for mothers and their 
babies—and consider the serious implications of the proposed Right 
to Reproductive Freedom with Protections for Health and Safety 
amendment. 

This extreme amendment to the Ohio Constitution is gravely 
concerning. It includes broad language that would take away the 
right of parents to be made aware when their child is undergoing 
an abortion and protects an abuser who facilitates an abortion for 
his under-age victim. It also includes language so vague that it could 
allow an unborn child to be killed throughout all nine months of 
pregnancy, right up to the moment of birth and well after the child 
has a heartbeat and can feel pain. 

Second and third trimester abortions are often not discussed, 
but it’s important to understand what they involve. Such procedures 
can include injecting a vial of digoxin and potassium into a 
preborn baby’s heart to make it stop beating or using sharp 
instruments to pull the baby out of the womb. These late-
term abortions are at odds with everything I’ve trained for, 
with every skill my fingertips perform daily.

All doctors take an oath to do no harm. As an OB/
GYN, my patient is not only the woman whose dignity I can 
see by meeting her eye-to-eye but also the unseen baby in 
her womb. That baby, too, is my patient. That baby has his 
or her own purpose and will have his or her own passions 
and fingertips. If I—or any doctor—use my fingertips to 
stop that baby’s heart from beating or painfully tear that 
baby apart (which abortions do), where has that baby’s 
dignity gone? 

This proposed amendment to the Ohio Constitution 
could force me and other doctors to perform an abortion 

even if we don’t agree with doing so, sacrificing our conscience rights 
to abortion access.

As an OB/GYN, I have a responsibility to care for both mothers 
and their babies. The Right to Reproductive Freedom with Protections 
for Health and Safety amendment would not only compel me to act 
against this reality, but also remove the existing health protections 
for abortion, which risks the well-being and safety of both patients. 
Many of the commonsense health protections that our state currently 
has in place for women and children could be eliminated because 
the amendment forbids any law that “directly or indirectly” would 
“burden” reproductive decisions.

Since the amendment doesn’t define what is and isn’t considered 
a “burden,” basic health protections would also be discarded, such as 
ensuring that a woman seeking an abortion is screened and counseled 
by a licensed doctor who can transfer her into a local hospital if 
something goes wrong.

The amendment’s title, The Right to Reproductive Freedom with 
Protections for Health and Safety, is a misnomer. Any amendment 
that eliminates current health and safety standards for women cannot 
simultaneously guarantee to protect women’s health and safety in the 
future.

Ultimately, this amendment threatens the quality of care for 
mothers and their babies in Ohio. Every day, I strive to use my 
fingertips to provide love, quality care, and compassion to my patients 
and their preborn children, and I will be using those same fingertips 
in November when I vote on the proposed amendment.

Dr. Angela Beale Martin is a board-certified OB/GYN who lives in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. She and her husband, Jonathan, and their children are parishioners of 
St. Gertrude Church.

Adapted from the original op-ed published in the Cincinnati Enquirer on 
Sunday, July 2, 2023.
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Monday,
July 17

Tuesday,
July 18

Wednesday,
July 19

Thursday,
July 20

Friday,
July 21

Saturday,
July 22

Sunday,
July 23

Healing Rosary
7 p.m.
Rosary Garden

Catechism in a 
Year Discussion 
Group
9 a.m.
St. Joseph Room

Rosary Makers
3 p.m.
St. Joseph Room

JHYM & L’alto: HS 
Going Deeper – 
Bible Study
After 11:30 a.m. Mass
Parish Center

Walking with 
Purpose Potluck 
Gathering
6 p.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

Catholic Men’s 
Fellowship
7:30 a.m.
St. Dominic Lobby

100th Anniversary 
Book Sales
After all Masses
St. Dominic Lobby

K of C Executive 
Meeting
7 p.m.
Knights of Columbus 
Hall

St. Gertrude 
Football Rosary 
Rally
5:45 p.m.
Church

Holy Hour with 
Confessions
7:30 p.m.
Church

Drinking with 
Dominicans
7 p.m.
Oakley Kitchen

100th Anniversary 
Book Sales
After 4:30 p.m. Mass
St. Dominic Lobby

Little Flower 
Library Open
8:45-11:15 a.m.

Boy Scouts
7 p.m.
Gym

Father Benedict 
Croell’s Silver 
Jubilee Mass
10 a.m. with reception 
following

K of C Rosary & 
Social
7 p.m.
Church &  
St. Dominic Lobby

Baptisms
1:15 p.m.
Church

Family Faith: 
Summer Edition –  
Wood Shop 
Catapult
1:30 p.m.
Parish Center

THE WEEK AHEAD

Please submit your Mass announcements and 
bulletin articles to bulletin@stgertrude.org
6543 Miami Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 | FAX (513) 561-5184 | 
www.StGertrude.org 

BULLETIN

7/30/23

MATERIALS DUE

7/19/23

BULLETIN DEADLINEOFFERING
St. Gertrude Parish Weekly Collection and Budget Report

Collection for July 9
Collection	 $	 30,439
Weekly Budget	 $	 37,000
Weekly Deficit	 ($	 6,561)

Fiscal Year-To-Date (for year ending June 30, 2024)
Fiscal YTD Actual	 $	 70,121
Fiscal YTD Budget	 $	 74,000
Fiscal YTD Defict	 ($	 3,879)
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PARISH DIRECTORY

Parish Staff
Father John Paul Walker, O.P., pastor
Father Joachim Kenney, O.P., parochial vicar
Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., parochial vicar

Dominican Friars in Residence
Father John Langlois, O.P., prior
Father Joseph Alobaidi, O.P.
Father John Corbett, O.P.
Father Michael Mary Dosch, O.P., novice master
Father Darren Pierre, O.P.

St. Gertrude School – (513) 561-8020
Principal – Sister Mary Agnes Greiffendorf, O.P.	 ext 1101
Vice Principal – Mr. Travis Johnson	 ext 1101
PTO President – Amy Weidenbacher	 (513) 720-8805
School Advisory Council

Office of Administration – (513) 561-5954
Receptionists – Susan Kane & Teri Forlini	 ext 2101
Business Manager – Don Regan	 ext 2102
Business Office Admin Assistant – Emma Golias	 ext 2103
Bereavement	 ext 2101
Bulletin Editor	 bulletin@stgertrude.org
Director of Music – 	
  Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Safe Environment Coordinator – Emma Golias	 ext 2103

Office of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
(513) 561-5954
Director of Evangelization & Faith Formation – 
 Walter Plummer	 ext 2122
Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd –
 Mary Beth Thiemann	 ext 2110
Coordinator of High School Ministry – 
 Laura Potter	 ext 2124
Coordinator of Adult Evangelization – 
  Tyler Castrucci
Director of Communications – Michelle Dushensky	 ext 2121
Office Coordinator – Kristen Eggers	 ext 2109
Become Catholic (RCIA) 	

Corporal Works of Mercy
Helping Hands (Funeral Reception Ministry)– 	(513) 940-2643 
 Nancy Lucas	 stgerthh@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus – Pete Marcello	 (703) 447-3978
	 grandknight@elderkofc.org
Ladies of Charity – Jean Wilkinson	 (513) 498-5085
Parish Health Ministry – Jeanne Palcic	 (513) 317-4123
Pregnancy Center East 
 (for all pregnancy needs)	 (513) 321-3100
Soup Kitchen – Andy Cordier	 soupkitchen@stgertrude.org
St. Vincent De Paul Society –
  Jennifer Mansfield	 (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

Vocations Directors
Archdiocese of Cincinnati – 
  Father Dan Schmitmeyer	 (513) 421-3131
Dominican Friars –
  Father Mario Calabrese, O.P.	 DominicanFriars.org
Nashville Dominican Sisters –
 Sister Mara Grace, O.P.	 (615) 256-5486

Spiritual Works of Mercy
Circle of Prayer – Barbara Rose	 prayercirclesg@gmail.com
Communion to Sick – Judy Hartmann	 (513) 984-8003
Eucharistic Adoration	 adoration@stgertrude.org
Natural Family Planning – Jenna Bernardo	 (513) 658-0444
  nfp@stgertrude.org
Pastoral Council – Ryan Schilling	 rryanschilling@gmail.com
Prayer Ministry for the Dying – Pat Collins	 (513) 265-1897
Respect Life – Lisa Campbell	 (865) 455-4795
Rosary Making – Larry Ball	 (513) 831-8572
Unbound Ministry – Nealy Mechley	 (513) 505-1740

Liturgical Ministries
Parish Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 
Contemporary Music Ensemble – Paul Kindt	 (513) 697-9208
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion	 (513) 561-5954
Resurrection Choir – Marty Cunningham	 (513) 891-4226
The St. Anne and the Child Mary Guild –
 Ann McCormick	 (513) 382-3513
St. Joseph the Worker Society	 (513) 561-5954
Ushers – Douglas Postler	 (513) 791-6298
Viri Selecti – Ben Hoffmann	 pxaw@hotmail.com
Youth Choir – Christopher Holman	  cholman@stgertrude.org 

Spiritual Groups
Angelic Warfare Confraternity –	 (513) 561-5954
Benedictine Oblates – Mark Milliron	 (513) 536-6275
CANA Family For Mothers –
 Anita Pappalardo	 (513) 248-8237
Catholic Men’s Fellowship – Stan Lloyd	 (513) 289-5268
Confraternity of the Most Holy Rosary –
 Brian Zappia	 (513) 791-7299
Dominican Laity (Bishop Fenwick) –
 Mrs. Joan Ratajczak, O.P.	 jsratajczak@gmail.com
Dominican Laity (Our Lady of Peace) –
 Mr. Fred Thomas, O.P.	 stgertrude.org/ourladyofpeace
Healing Rosary – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Seasons of Hope – Cindy Hertzel	 (513) 368-8941
Special Needs Moms Support Group –
 Laura Nanista	 (513) 301-6317
True Devotion to Mary – Anne Collins	 (513) 984-4708
Walking with Purpose Bible Study (Women) –  
 Martha Thompson	 mbthom22@gmail.com

Parish Groups
Athletic Boosters – Rob Gruber	 (513) 256-2566
Boy Scouts – Rob Schuette	 (513) 333-0040
Cub Scouts – Chris De Brunner	 (513) 379-1010
Garden Club 	 (513) 561-5954
Lenten Fish Fry – Rob Mancini	 (513) 520-6360
Little Flower Library – Susan Santos	 (513) 504-0205
Parish Coffee – Mark Findley	 (513) 417-9227



937-544-8068

Custom Cabinetry
anywhere in your
home or garage.

Call Matt Stutzman
today to get your
project started!
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Jim Volz
CPA & Trusted

Advisor
794-1551.com

9900 Carver Rd., Blue Ash
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gertz  law
Y O U R  F A M I L Y ’ S  L A W Y E R

GERTZLAW.COM
	 Reading	Office	 Loveland	Office
 (513) 554-1868 (513) 583-1549

Susan	Marie	Allspach,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz,	Esq.
Anthony	J.	Gertz	II,	Esq.

•	Probate	Administration/Estate	Planning/Wills/Trusts
•	Divorce/Family	Law/Litigation

Full Service inSulation

Environmental Company
Asbestos & Mold Removal

(513) 242-0600
Central Insulation

Systems, Inc.

KLEKAMP PAVING
Asphalt Paving

Patching
Asphalt

Sealcoating
513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

mattbonhauspainting.com

Compliments of

General Contractors and Land Development Company

6403 Madison, Madisonville • 271-1570 
1793 Ohio Pike, Amelia • 797-4888

Now 2 Locations!

ROYALMONT ACADEMY
200 Northcrest Drive, Mason, OH

Catholic Preschool • High School • Full and 1/2 day Preschool 
Enrolling Now

513-754-0555 • www.Royalmont.org

MILFORD
Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

AHP Anderson Hills Plumbing
Residential – Commercial – FREE ESTIMATES

Over 52 Years Experience & Satisfaction
Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue  513-232-3821

JEFF STANLEY The Stanley Edwards Group at Morgan Stanley
Portfolio Manager Financial Advisor
513-762-5317
7755 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236
Jeff.stanley@morganstanley.com NMLS# 287975
Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC. CRC 3401603 9/2021

ERIC D. BENDER
Attorney at Law

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)

U.C. Law (1991)
Family Law • Wills & Probate

Lawsuits • Guardianship
Adoption

(513) 891-5630
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

7319 Columbia Road
Garden Center 
& Landscaping

398-1008
www.sharonnursery.com

LARRY’S 
LOCK, SAFE &  

SECURITY CENTER 
 

791-9163 
 
 
 
 

8005 Plainfield Road 
Cincinnati, OH 45236 

Larry’s
LOCK, SAFE & 

SECURITY CENTER

791-9163

8005 Plainfield Road
Cincinnati, OH 45236

18 years in Business • Call 513-321-4444

• Cincinnati’s first Joint Commissioned Private 
Duty Company

• 3 full-time nurses on staff for caregiver 
supervision and emergency consultation

• Specialized and Trained for Parkinson’s and 
Dementia Care

• Live-In specialists, but also offer 4 hour 
minimum care

Robert L. 
Franer III, AAMS®

513-334-1621 (O)
513-434-3583 (C) 
robert.l.franer@lpl.com
www.castellumfinancialadvice.com

Parishioner & Founding Member 
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network 

Helping Catholic families pursue and use wealth morally.
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered Investment Advisor, member FINmember FINRA/SIPC

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader 
StrawserFuneralHome.comStrawserFuneralHome.com

513-791-7203513-791-7203
Awarded 2021 Awarded 2021 

Small Business of the Year!Small Business of the Year!

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two Meet Eli and Bennett, our two 
fur-children! We understand how fur-children! We understand how 

much pets mean to people, and we much pets mean to people, and we 
are proud to offer pet death care to are proud to offer pet death care to 
the area with the same dignity that the area with the same dignity that 

we show for all we serve!we show for all we serve!

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio 10640 Loveland 
Madeira Rd. Bring this bulletin to receive a 

FREE Cheese Coney 
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

For all your real estate needs please contact me, 
a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude 

parishioner and professional realtor.  

CAROLYN TRAUTH Realtor 

513-706-4239
www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

Accepting 
New Clients!
Tiara Brown
513-926-7618
We come to you!

Many non-medical 
services provided.

HOME HEALTH CARE AGENCY

uwwllc@ibyfax.com

7754 CAMARGO ROAD,
CINCINNATI, 45243

513-561-6956
@PIAZZADISCEPOLI
TUES.-SAT. – 11-6

FRI. – 11-7

Jason and RhondaJason and Rhonda

7820 CAMARGO RD, MADEIRA
513-271-9378

ali.bar.grill.madeira@gmail.com
alisbarandgrill.com

Servicing Maderia and Indian Hill since 1979

Amy Resch – 513-436-4690

Enjoy 
outdoor living

all summer long!
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beatrice
HOME 

IMPROVEMENT

TIM BEATRICE
513-254-5620
timbeatrice5@yahoo.com

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Jeff Woodward, Parishioner   513-247-9241
Celebrating 30 years in business

www.wciconstruction.com

Woodward Construction, Inc.

Kitchen & Bath
Remodeling

Kinsella
561-5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General • Implant

Dentistry
Parishioner

513-561-8600
7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201

fheiselmandds.com

GILSON’S
ENGRAVING

ELEGANT GIFTS

Engraved gifts for all occasionsEngraved gifts for all occasions

7116 Miami Ave.

891-0730
www.gilsonsonline.com
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Chuck Borchers
REALTOR, Parishioner

513-335-4039
charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborchershomes.com

Accepting New Patients

Dr. Eleanor Endres
Parishioner

513-791-8880 • www.endresdentistry.com
“Oral Health is the Gateway to Healthy Living”

KENWOOD, 7500 MONTGOMERY RD.
MADISONVILLE, 4418 WHETSEL AVENUE

513-791-5353

Thomas-Justin
Funeral Homes, Inc.
Four Generations of Family Service 

to the Community

LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC.
Hardscape Landscape
• Walkways & Patios • Installations
• Driveways • Renovations
• Retaining Walls • Maintenance
• Drainage Systems • Snow Clearing

Quality Service for Over 35 years

396-6400
Ed Witte, Parishioner

WITTEWITTE

Kitchens • Bathrooms
Room Additions

Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429
7264 Columbia Rd., Ste. 600, Maineville

www.PenderyConstruction.com

HYDE PARK
PAINTING

and
CARPENTRY
321-4100

Remodeling 
Roofing/Gutters • Concrete 

Plumbing/Electric
Drywall • Int./Ext. Painting

Your Complete Home 
Repair Company

513-472-1985
www.bestplumbercincinnati.com

$25 OFF with this Ad

Keith D. Jackson DDS
Laura K. Jackson DDS

7113 Miami Avenue 
Madeira, OH 45243
Tel: (513) 561-5318

TOTAL LIFE SAFETY, LLC
Commercial Fire Protection Services

Fire Extinguisher/ Exit Lights/Fire Alarm
Sprinkler/Backflow/Special Hazard

866-955-2318

Walter St. Clair RoofingWalter St. Clair Roofing
Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair

Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters
Jerry St. Clair, pariShioner           641-3265

Chad Muhlenkamp
(513) 377-7221
chad.muhlenkamp@kofc.org

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON
Funeral HomeFuneral Home

Since 1910
3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.3183 Linwood Ave., Mt. Lookout Sq.

Serving Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde ParkServing Eastern Hills, Mt. Lookout & Hyde Park

513-321-0404513-321-0404
www.rohdefuneral.comwww.rohdefuneral.com

Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier Directors: Steve Rohde, Denise Mercier 
& Darrell Schneider& Darrell Schneider

Knights of Columbus
Asset Advisors®
kofcassetadvisors.org

94c/81m/40y/32k

1c/75m/99y/0k

Carpet, Hardwood,
Laminate and LVP 

at guaranteed lowest price, 
shop at home convenience 

and fastest installation. 
Kraig Porter
Parishioner 
513.250.2999

carpetkraig@gmail.com

Family Owned
& Operated

Established 1877

8225 Montgomery Rd
Cincinnati, Ohio 45236

513-891-8373
Peter J. Gilligan, Sr.

Investments,
firmly rooted
in faith.

Kyle Warmouth, Loan Officer/Parishioner
513-218-3218 • KyleW@eqfin.com

NMLS# 2088163-39843

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING • MEMORY CARE

7650 CAMARGO ROAD • MADEIRA, OH 45243
513-422-5499 • WWW.TRADITIONSATCAMARGO.COM
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