= ™
Yy
£
: L]
T e e 3
pdeantl i v g0 080 g s
.
= L]
= L]
e -
S : :
-t = L auleest .. %
g 2 ....
Y '.\-,,‘M o
Q.H.; >
.

B " o 5
&7 3 » Sd
3] e, Pycand (4 if
. 7 ey o
\ 3 N\ Y . — e
l e e o 3 o / \ - o S
L7 L 4
- L] se?® RS y 3
. / L] A
: . \ y ]
N : / i
.:"\‘A
.

\ - )\ A‘%l\\\ ig; %%;‘ | :
St.Gertrude

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE | NOVEMBER 23, 2025




In This

{l¢pe-pight s T¢ >nt mission experience of
§euipave i inuss, art, and Eucharistic encounter

Listen to our parish
podcast on Spotify
or Apple Podcasts!

WELCOME
Become a Parishioner
Mission, Vision, Core Values
Become Catholic

FROM OUR PASTOR
Letter from Father John Paul
Giving Tuesday
Parish Theme

PARISH NEWS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Thanksgiving Day Mass
Food Drive Thank-You
New Parish Podcast Episode
Baptisms
Let Us Pray

PARISH NEWS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Olive Wood Carvings
Christmas Giving Tree
Discernment Day

Pregnancy Loss Advocate Training
My Little Book of Souls

PARISH NEWS &
ANNOUNCEMENTS
This Week
Schedule Changes
Do Your Children Need a Break?
Parish Library
Become a Eucharistic Guardian
Miscarriage Kit Box
Create Your Will for Free
Are You in Need of Forgiveness?

PARISH
EVANGELIZATION

St. Gertrude Feast Day
Confirmation Retreat

PARISH EVENTS &
PROGRAMS

Advent Wreath-Making Event
Way of the Star

Men’s Advent Retreat

High School Advent Retreat

PARISH EVENTS &
PROGRAMS

Advent Lessons and Carols
Caroling in Madeira
Handel’s Messiah
Christmas Mass Times

SCHOOL NEWS

AROUND THE
ARCHDIOCESE

Weihnachts Konzert

Tidings of Comfort and Joy
Christmas in Bethlehem

Men's Advent Retreat

Taste of Lebanon Food Festival
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary
Pre-Planning Seminar

PARISH
INFORMATION

Liturgical Schedule & Intentions
Care for Sick and Homebound
Prayer Ministry for the Dying

PARISH
INFORMATION

Directory & Support Ministries
Financials & Bulletin Deadline

ST. GERTRUDE

6543 Miami Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45243

(513) 561-5954 stgertrude.org
parishoffice@stgertrude.org

stgertrudechurch

Church Hours

Daily, 7 a.m.-9 p.m.
Parish Office Hours
M-F, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

School Office Hours
M-F, 7:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
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Welcome to St. Gertrude Parish—it is good that you are here!

Whether this is your first time worshiping with us, you have been
here many times and want to become a parishioner, or you have
questions about the Catholic faith and want to learn more, the
information on this page is a great place to start.

We look forward to getting to know you and accompanying you on
your faith journey.

BECOME A
PARISHIONER -

Ready to join our vibrant parish
of missionary disciples?

Register as a parishioner at
stgertrude.org/register.

Paper copies of the registration
form are also available in the
parish office.

” .\ - -
’ «

MISSION
Who WeAre

We are a Roman Catholic parish of the Archdiocese
of Cincinnati that is shaped and enlivened by the
charism of the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans).
We teach and preach the Truth, reverently
celebrate the liturgy and sacraments, and gather as
a community so that all may encounter Jesus here.

VISION
Who We Aspire to Be
To be a community of disciples united in our

Eucharistic Lord and sent to transform the world in
the light of the Gospel.

CORE VALUES
What We Cultivate

Reverence, Humility, Magnanimity, Generosity,
Intentionality

Been away for a while or curious

about Catholicism?
WE WOULD LOVE TO WALK WITH YOU.

To connect with us, get your questions answered,
and learn more about returning to the Church or
becoming Catholic, contact Tyler Castrucci at
tcastrucci@stgertrude.org or scan the QR code.
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From Our

THE MULTIPLICATION
OF ...SIGNS (AND NOT
THE SUPERNATURAL KIND)

We are moving through the time
of year when many high schools
are having their open house,
preview days, and so forth. A

couple of weeks ago when | was taking a walk around the
church property, | realized how many signs we had in our lawn.
It struck me that the sheer number of signs made the church
property look tacky, like a big advertising billboard, rather than
dignified, as is fitting for a parish property. In addition, our own
St. Gertrude Parish signs were getting lost in the sea of other
signs advertising outside institutions.

In light of that, | had a discussion with our parish Family
Leadership Team (FLT)—the top-level parish and school staff—
and we decided to institute a new policy regarding lawn signs.
Since the majority of these signs promote various high schools,
moving forward, we will no longer permit high school signs on
our property. Any signs other than those produced by our
parish (including our school) will only be allowed on a very
limited basis and will require the personal approval of the pastor
before being placed on our church lawn. Anyone wishing such
approval will need to drop off your signs at the parish office,
where (if approved) they will be marked as such before being
placed on the lawn. Our facilities and maintenance staff, as they
do their usual rounds around the property, will be directed to
remove any signs not marked as having the pastor’s approval.
Again, the point of this is to keep our parish grounds looking
dignified and to allow the signs we produce to truly stand out
and attract attention so as to best promote what we are doing
here at Saint Gertrude Parish.

One final note about lawn signs. In past years, I've received a
number of angry phone calls or emails regarding various signs
put on the grass right at the corner of Miami and Shawnee Run,
promoting or advertising things not compatible with our
Catholic teachings. Please realize that triangular section of lawn
right at the intersection is not church property; it is owned by
the City of Madeira. Thus, we have no control over what might
be placed there. So if you ever see something there that you
take offense to, please direct your calls or emails to the city, not
to me.

A Brief Word of Thanksgiving

Before closing my letter this week, | would be remiss if | didn’t
acknowledge all those people who made our celebration of

St. Gertrude’s feast day so special. The music at the Mass was
stunning with the combined Parish Choir and children’s Schola—
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they truly sounded outstanding together. And the party was a
huge success, thanks to the leadership of Brian Farwick, who
was this year’s chair, and the rest of the pastoral council. For all
who had any role in the weekend'’s festivities, please know

of our gratitude for making it such a special celebration!

God bless,
L. }A ol (Jatte, OF

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.

GI¥INGTUESDAY

December 2, 2025

GOAL: $100,000

To upgrade our church kneelers and
improve everyone’s experience at Mass.

Give at bit.ly/kneelers2025

or scan the QR code.

All gifts made between now and the end of the day on
December 2 count toward our Giving Tuesday goal!

2025-2026
Parish Theme:




Parish

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul will be collecting nonperishable food items and financial
donations at the doors of the church. These items will be used to stock our SVdP food closet,
and excess donations will be given to the Food Pantry at St. William Parish.

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN THE FOOD DRIVE

The Ladies of Charity extend a heartfelt thank-you to everyone for helping
make this year’s Thanksgiving Food Drive a success. The Ladies of Charity wish
you and your loved ones a blessed Thanksgiving holiday.

NEW PARISH PODCAST EPISODE—ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT

This past weekend, we celebrated St. Gertrude
the Great's feast day. Check out the St. Gertrude
Parish podcast on Spotify or Apple Podcasts to
listen to Father John Paul’s homily about our
patroness, recorded at the 4:30 p.m. Mass.

BAPTISMS - NOVEMBER 8 & 9, 2025

Child: Lucy Marie Greve
Parents: Emma & Jacob Greve
Priest: Father Jacob Lindle

L

e lamem

Child: Marigold Bernadette Staples
Parents: Kari & David Staples

Parents: Emma & Will Crayner

LetUs

THE SICK

Joy Belperio, Johnny Burns, Vicki
Calonge, Triset Defonseka, Diana Doll,
Mark Doran, Lisa Ely, Octavio Flores
Resendiz, Ron Freudenberg, Will
Freudenberg, Dick Gelhaus, Goad Family,
Elsa Hall, John Holden, Hummel Family,
Steve Kaimer, Andrea Kattel, Aiko
Kimura, Robert Lantz, Karen Larkin, Kevin
Lewis, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim McClung,
Charles McCown, Elaine O'Connell, Sue
Paas, Gert Patterson, Romualdo & Maria
Pelle, Jerry Pfeiffer Family, Paula Scalo,
Pegge Schuermann, Nancy Silvers,
Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan

THOSE IN THE MILITARY

Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob
Dorsey, Curtis Flores, Luis Flores Jr., Cole
Foster, Kyle Foster, Dominic Geraci,
Daniel Holian, Mike Huber, Aaron
Jacobson, Jacob Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly
Leugers, Seth McGann, 2nd Lt. Miles
Mayer, PFC Charles Mayer, John Murdock
Jr., John Oscar, Dan Roseman, Andrew
Shannon, Michael Stein, lan Tester, Jack
Thornton, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED
1 All Our Beloved Deceased
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OLIVE WOOD CARVINGS FROM THE HOLY LAND—THIS WEEKEND

Bethlehem Christian Families from the Holy Land will be in the Parish Center after all Masses next
weekend, November 29-30, selling olive wood carvings to support Christians in the Holy Land. These
beautiful hand-carved items make great Christmas gifts. Cash, credit card, and check accepted. Learn
more and view items at theholylandshop.com or call (810) 394-5291.

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

This weekend, November 22-23, the Ladies of Charity kick off their annual Christmas Giving Tree
project, supporting Hope Emergency, Life Forward, St. Bernard Parish, lvy Woods Nursing Home, and
many local families. Please stop by the white van in the parking lot after any Mass this weekend or
next weekend to get the list of needed items. Additionally, a Giving Tree will be placed in the church—
please take a gift tag. Please bring all the requested items to the Parish Center the weekend of
December 6-7. For more information, contact Jean Wilkinson at (513) 498-5085. Thank you for your
generosity!

DISCERNMENT DAY WITH THE DOMINICAN SISTERS

The Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia will host a discernment retreat day on Saturday, December 6, at
St. Gertrude Parish from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Open to single Catholic women ages 17 to 30, the event
includes Mass, prayer with the sisters, adoration, spiritual talks, and lunch. For more information or to
RSVP, please email vocation@op-tn.org. Come spend time with the Lord, and get a glimpse of the
beauty of religious life!

PREGNANCY LOSS ADVOCATE TRAINING

Heaven's Gain Ministries, a national pregnancy loss nonprofit headquartered in Cincinnati, is hosting
a virtual pregnancy loss advocate training January 12-13, 2026. The Advocates for Parents of
Perinatal Loss (APPL) Certification Program is a 12-hour course designed to instruct advocates in
non-medical methods of supporting parents experiencing the loss of a baby in any trimester. If you
are interested in this training and serving as an APPL for St. Gertrude Parish, please contact Lisa
Campbell at lisaredigé1@gmail.com or visit heavensgain.org/appl. Scholarships may be available, and
there is a discount for serving as an APPL for St. Gertrude Parish. Registration ends December 1.

MY LITTLE BOOK OF SOULS

Praying for your departed loved ones just got easier with My Little Book of Souls. Created by

St. Gertrude Parish parishioner Jeanne Johantges, My Little Book of Souls is a 9.5” x 8” monthly
organizer with dated pages for you to write the names of your deceased loved ones and contains
pockets where you can keep their holy cards. Then, on their anniversaries, you can pray for your
dearly departed in a special way. Each book is $45, and $5 from each purchase goes toward a Mass
said for the holy souls in purgatory. Stop by the parish office to see a sample and purchase your own
book, or contact Jeanne at (513) 984-3688 (home) or (513) 800-8928 (cell).
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This

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24
7 p.m. | Become Catholic (St. Dominic Lobby)
7 p.m. | Healing Rosary (Church)

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 25
12:30 p.m. | True Devotion to Mary (St. Dominic Lobby)
7 p.m. | Boy Scouts (School Cafeteria)

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 27
After 10 a.m. Mass | Coffee & Doughnuts (Gym)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 29
5:30 p.m. | Bethlehem Christian Families Olive Wood Carvings
(St. Dominic Lobby)

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 30

9 a.m. | Bethlehem Christian Families Olive Wood Carvings Sale
(St. Dominic Lobby)

11 a.m. | Bethlehem Christian Families Olive Wood Carvings Sale
(St. Dominic Lobby)

12 p.m. | Advent Wreath Making (Gym)

1 p.m. | Bethlehem Christian Families Olive Wood Carvings Sale
(St. Dominic Lobby)

7 p.m. | Bethlehem Christian Families Olive Wood Carvings Sale
(St. Dominic Lobby)

SCHEDULE CHANGES FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY

School Office: Closed November 26-28

Mother of Mercy Adoration Chapel: Closed November 26-30.
Confession: No confessions on November 27.

Parish Office: Closed November 27-28

DO YOUR LITTLE ONES NEED A BREAK DURING MASS?

We are now live streaming the 8 a.m., 10 a.m., and 12 p.m. Sunday Masses
to the Parish Center lobby. The intention is to provide parents who need to
take their children out of church during Mass a place where they can give
their children a break and still see and hear what is happening at Mass.

PARISH LIBRARY HOURS AND CHECKOUT PROCESS

The St. Gertrude Parish library (located in the St. Joseph Room in the Parish
Center) is open 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. All are welcome to spend time in the
library and browse our collection of books when parish groups are not using

the St. Joseph Room. To check out a book, use the black self-checkout kiosk.

To sign up for a library account and browse our online catalog, visit
stgertrude.library.site/. Email parishlibrary@stgertrude.org with questions.

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC GUARDIAN

Eucharistic guardians are people who sign up for
and commit to a weekly Holy Hour in our
Mother of Mercy Adoration Chapel. The chapel
is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
overnight on Wednesday. We need at least two
people signed up for every hour; T
many spots are available. To learn El g
more or sign up, scan the QR code,

or visit stgertrude.org/adoration. E

MISCARRIAGE KIT BOX

Are you or someone you know facing a first
trimester miscarriage? You are not alone.
Heaven’s Gain Ministries has provided our
parish with a box of free miscarriage kits to
support your physical and emotional needs
during your tragic loss. The box is located in the
landscape bed to the left of the circle drive in
front of the church. If you have questions about
the kit, call Heaven’s Gain at (513) 888-4200.
Learn more about Heaven's Gain’s services at
heavensgain.org. We also
encourage you to contact
one of our parish priests
so we can help you along
your grieving journey.

CREATE YOUR WILL FOR FREE

As a Catholic, your faith is your most valuable
asset. Thanks to St. Gertrude Parish’s
partnership with MyCatholicWill.com, you can
pass on your Legacy of Faith and plant seeds for
the next generation of Catholics in an incredible

way. Scan the QR code or visit
MyCatholicWill.com/StGertrude
to start writing your will for free
today! Use referral code
STGERTRUDE. =]

ARE YOU IN NEED OF FORGIVENESS?

God is always ready to forgive. Experience his
merciful love through the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Priests are available to hear
confessions Monday-Friday at 4 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Saturdays at 3:30
p.m., or by appointment.



Parish

ST. GERTRUDE THE GREAT FEAST DAY CELEBRATION

On Saturday, November 15, after the 4:30 p.m. Mass, our parish celebrated the feast of our patroness. As in past years, the evening
included authentic German food, live polka music, dancing, and plenty of fun!

CONFIRMATION RETREAT

This past weekend, November 14-15, the seventh and eighth graders of St. Gertrude Parish who are currently preparing to receive
the sacrament of Confirmation, had a wonderful retreat at Woodland Lakes Retreat Center in Amelia, OH. Please keep these
candidates in your prayers as they continue their formation!
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Join us for fellowship, fun, refreshments, and
activities for the children as we kick off the new
liturgical season by making Advent wreaths! We
provide all the materials; you bring your pruners and
a tray to transport your wreath home.

To register, scan the QR code or
visit bit.ly/adventwreath2025.

 ADVENT RETREAT

All men ages 18+ are invited to
the annual Catholic Men’s Advent
Retreat, “I Thirst: A Message of
Hope from the Cross.”

Father Louis Bethea, O.P.
Retreat Master

WHEN & WHERE
December 5-6, 2025
Jesuit Spiritual Center (Milford)

Scan the QR code or visit
catholicmensretreat.org
to learn more and register!

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH PRESENTS:

AY

OF TH

AR

A ofie-night Advent mission experience of
Scripture, music, art, and Eucharistic encounter

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3, 2025 // 7:00 PM

ST. GERTRUDE CATHOLIC CHURCH
6543 MIAMI AVE, CINCINNATI, OH 45243

THEVIGILPROJECT.COM @

Lalto: High School

2025 ADVENT RETREAT

IF 111d your reason for th(, season

All 9th-12th graders are invited to step away from the
busyness of life to reflect and prepare their hearts to
journey with Christ this Advent season.

Saturday | 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Jesuit Spiritual Center

12.06.25 Milford, OH

Scan the QR code or visit bit.ly/LaltoRetreat
to learn more and sign up!
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In celebration of the Advent season, the St. Gertrude Parish
Capella, Novitiate Choir, Schola Cantorum, and Parish Choir
present a contemplative service of readings that trace
salvation history from creation to the Annunciation,
interwoven with profound musical meditations from the
Church’s treasury of sacred music for Advent.

Handel’s Messiah

As the annual choral prelude to our Christmas

Midnight Mass, the St. Gertrude Parish Choir

presents excerpts from the Advent-Christmas
portion of Handel's beloved oratorio The
Messiah with orchestra, culminating in the
famous Hallelujah Chorus. Free admission.

DECEMBER 24 | 11:30 P.M.

JOIN US FOR

Saturday, December 20
After 4:30 p.m. Mass

Visit bit.ly/2025carols or
scan the QR code to RSVP.

JOIN US FORM
Christmas Eve Christmas Day
Wednesday, December 24 Thursday, December 25
3p.m. Vigil Mass 8a.m. Massat Dawn
5:30 p.m. Vigil Mass 10 a.m. Mass During the Day
12 a.m.  Midnight Mass 12 p.m. Mass During the Day
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School

CLASS REUNION

ClENNEI B REASNIEEN

St. Gertrude School’s Class of 1975 is invited to
celebrate 50 years on Saturday, March 21, 2026.
The evening will begin with 4:30 p.m. parish Mass,
followed by a private tour of the SGS campus.
Then, enjoy a four-course dinner catered by
Maggiano’s as you reconnect, reminisce, and

celebrate the friendships that have endured across
the decades—or catch up with classmates you
haven't seen in years! To learn more or reserve
your seat, please contact Julie Fentress at
jfentress@stgertrudesch.org

TRACING OUR PARISH
ROOTS: ST. CECILIA,

ST. GERTRUDE, AND THE
DOMINICAN SISTERS
Sister Mariana Thayer, O.P.
Vice Principal, SGS

Earlier this week, the Church
celebrated the feast of St. Cecilia, a third-century martyr and
the heavenly patroness of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia.
Since St. Gertrude School opened its doors in 1934, the
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia have joyfully served at SGS.
Many parishioners have asked over the years: “Neither St.
Gertrude nor St. Cecilia were Dominicans, so how did they
become the patronesses of a Dominican parish and a Dominican
congregation of sisters?

The answer beautifully takes us back to our beginnings. In 1923,
the Catholics of the small Village of Madeira had no parish to
call their own. With only a few families owning cars, traveling to
the nearest church was difficult. One providential conversation
at Harry Brinkkroger’s hardware store on Camargo Road led a
group of 35 local Catholics to petition Archbishop Henry
Moeller for permission to celebrate Sunday Mass in a local
home. He granted this request on November 25, 1923. Desiring
a heavenly patron close to that original historic date, the
founders chose St. Gertrude.

Just two years later, Archbishop John Timothy McNicholas,
O.P., was appointed to the Archdiocese of Cincinnati.

Wanting to bring the charism of the Dominican Order to this
young parish, he invited Dominican friars to staff St. Gertrude
Parish. The first Dominican pastor arrived in 1927. Seven years
later, the parish opened its school and welcomed the
Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia from Nashville, Tennessee.

The story of the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia stretches
further back to 1860, when Bishop James Whelan—also a
Dominican—invited four sisters from Somerset, Ohio, to
establish an academy for girls with a special focus on music and
the fine arts. St. Cecilia, the patroness of sacred music, was a
fitting guide for this new congregation. Her connection to the
early life of the Dominican Order makes her an even more
cherished intercessor for us.

From their founding, the Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia have
held a profound love for beauty and the arts, knowing that the
fine arts awaken wonder, elevate the mind, and draw the soul
toward God. Here at St. Gertrude School, we see this truth
daily in the work of Mrs. King and Ms. Pugliano in music and
art, Mrs. Brizendine in theater, and in the thoughtful way our
classroom teachers introduce students to inspiring poetry and
literature.

As we reflect on St. Cecilia's feast, the sisters and | are filled
with deep gratitude for our vocations, the privilege of serving in
this parish, and the gift of forming young hearts and minds in
the Dominican tradition. May St. Cecilia powerfully intercede
for our entire St. Gertrude Parish and School community.
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Around the

WEIHNACHTS KONZERT

The Catholic Kolping Saengerchor presents its Weihnachts Konzert
(Christmas Concert) on Sunday, November 30, at the Kolping Center
(10235 Mill Road, Cincinnati, OH). The concert will feature carols and
traditional songs in German and English and the Kinderchor (children’s
choir). Dessert, coffee, and tea will be served. There will be a cash bar,
homemade cookies for sale, a basket raffle, and split-the-pot. Doors
open at 2:30 p.m.; concert begins at 4 p.m. Tickets are $15. Please
RSVP to Bonnie Campbell at (513) 675-0571 by November 24 to
reserve your tickets.

TIDINGS OF COMFORT AND JOY

You're invited to Gate of Heaven Cemetery on Friday, December 5,
from 7 to 9:30 p.m. for a special Advent evening of fellowship and
sacred music, featuring performances by several local parish choirs,
including St. Margaret of York and Our Lady of Hope parish families.
Enjoy complimentary appetizers and refreshments as we gather in the
spirit of the season. During the evening, Gate of Heaven will be
accepting donations to help provide car seats for Pregnancy Center
Plus. In the spirit of giving, Gate of Heaven will joyfully match your
contributions, doubling the blessing for young families in need. Your
generosity will make a lasting impact. No RSVP is required.

CHRISTMAS IN BETHLEHEM

Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center is hosting its annual Christmas in
Bethlehem on Saturdays during December:

e December 6 (Family Fun Day), from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. - Enjoy an
interactive town of Bethlehem, shopping, live animals, crafts, food
trucks, and St. Nicholas.

e December 13 & 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. - Enjoy an interactive town
of Bethlehem and shopping.

Space is limited, and registration is required. Visit olhsc.org/events for
more information and to sign up.

TASTE OF LEBANON MEDITERRANEAN
FOOD FESTIVAL

This Sunday, November 23, the St. Anthony of Padua
Maronite Catholic Church community invites you to
its 10:30 a.m. liturgy, followed by its renowned Taste
of Lebanon Mediterranean Food Festival from 12 to 7
p.m. Festival highlights include Mediterranean cuisine
(carryout and dine-in options), traditional dancing,
religious items and souvenirs, and more. Admittance
and parking is free. A detailed menu is available at
TheTasteOfLebanon.com, where you can easily place
pre-orders. St. Anthony of Padua is located at 2530
Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 45206.

MOUNT ST. MARY’S SEMINARY

& SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

CINCINNATI ¢+ OHIO

Forming Worthy Leaders to
Serve Christ’s Church

www.athenaeum.edu

MEN'’S ADVENT RETREAT

All men are invited to attend an Advent retreat the weekend of
December 5-7, either in-person or via Zoom. The theme for the
retreat is, “St. Joseph, Our Model for Living in this World.” Although
Joseph never utters a word in Scripture, he is known as the Terror of
Demons. His role as husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus
makes him an important model to follow. The retreat will be held at
Our Lady of Guadalupe Discipleship Center (5701 Lawshe Rd.,
Peebles, OH 45660), and is sponsored by Presentation Ministries. You
will have the opportunity to enjoy the trails, rock formations, and
wooded hillsides. Guest rooms are available, and meals will be
provided. The cost of the retreat is a freewill offering. For more
information and to pre-register, visit presentationministries.com or
call (513) 373-2397.
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Pre-Plan Today
for Peace of Mind

Tomorrow

Pre-Planning

Seminar
Tuesday, November 25™

11:00am, 2:00pm, or
6:00pm

[EOF HEAVEN
(P CACE/METEKY

RSVP to 513-489-0300




Parish

Liturgical

Mass

Monday, November 24 | Sts. Ignatius Delgado, O.P., Vincent Liam, O.P.,
Dominic An-Kham, O.P., and Andrew Dung-Lac & Companions (M)
7 a.m. | Mass - T Tim Petric by Mary Petric
8 a.m. | Mass - 1 Sharon Williams Frisbie by The Wainscott Family
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
4 p.m. | Confessions

Tuesday, November 25 | St. Catherine of Alexandria (M)
7 a.m. | Mass - Dave & Kari Staples by Kevin & Kathy Baker
8 a.m. | Mass - Brett Barlow by The Isaacs Family
10 a.m. | Moms & Littles Holy Hour
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Charlie Grau by Dolores Brandstetter
4 p.m. | Confessions

Wednesday, November 26 | Weekday
7 a.m. | Mass - T Donald Beimesche by Nancy Beimesche
8 a.m. | Mass - T Dave Loder by Steve Leverone
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Viktor Wilhelmy by Ken & MaryJane DeHanes
4 p.m. | Confessions
7:30 p.m. | Holy Hour & Confessions

Thursday, November 27 | Thanksgiving Day
10 a.m. | Mass - The People of St. Gertrude Parish

Friday, November 28 | Weekday
7 am. | T Marian Scherpenberg by Sue & Jeff Normand
8 a.m. | Mass - T Rob Steier by Bill & Becky Karlak
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Dino Pelle by Mike & Ellie Kenny
4 p.m. | Confessions

Saturday, November 29 | Blessed Virgin Mary (M)

8 a.m. | Mass - 1 Eugene Pierce by Linda Bukvic
11:30 a.m. | T Deceased Members of Kohus & Bough Family
by John & Hilda Bough
3:30 p.m. | Confessions
4:30 p.m. | Mass - T Owen Hughes
by Harold & Coleen Glorius and Family

Sunday, November 30 | First Sunday of Advent
8 a.m. | Mass - T Harold Noble by The Noble Family
10 a.m. | Mass - OCIA Catechumens Seeking Baptism & Candidates
Seeking Full Communion with the Catholic Church
12 p.m. | Mass - T Owen Hughes by Julie & Brian Ross
6 p.m. | Mass - The People of St. Gertrude Parish

B ,..:l-.ﬂx\- i <
PASTORAL CARE

Are you or a loved one unable to attend Mass
due to illness or being homebound? As a sign of
Christ's love, our parish community earnestly
desires to bring comfort and healing to these
individuals. Please call the parish office at (513)
561-5954, and we will direct you to the most
appropriate ministry.

Here are ways we can help you:

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

This healing sacrament is given to those facing
serious physical or mental illness, advanced age,
or surgery due to one of these. When one is
near death, anointing is offered as part of the
Last Rites, along with the sacraments of
Reconciliation and Eucharist.

Communion to the Sick or Homebound

Our priests and lay ministers are available to
bring Holy Communion to individuals who are
unable to attend Sunday Mass due to illness or
being homebound. This important ministry is a
vital sign of the parish community's love and
support for all of our members.

Prayers for the Sick or Deceased

Each week, our bulletin lists the names of
individuals who are sick or recently deceased so
that our entire parish community may pray for
them. Simply contact the parish office to add
yourself or a family member to this list.

PRAYER MINISTRY FOR THE DYING

Is your loved one actively dying? Contact our
Prayer Ministry for the Dying. Members of this
ministry pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for
those approaching death. To request prayers for
your loved one, please call Pat Collins at (513)
265-1897. If you would like to join this ministry,
visit stgertrude.org/prayersforthedying to learn
more.
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Parish

PARISH STAFF DIRECTORY

CLERGY

Father John Paul Walker, O.P., Pastor
frjohnpaul@stgertrude.org

Father Reginald Hoefer, O.P., Parochial Vicar
frreginald@stgertrude.org

Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., Parochial Vicar
frluke@stgertrude.org

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Don Regan, Business Manager
businessmanager@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2102
Emma Golias, Admin Assistant & Safe Environment Coord.
egolias@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2103

Susan Kane, Parish Secretary

parishoffice@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

Teri Forlini, Parish Secretary

parishoffice@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

OFFICE OF EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION
Tyler Castrucci, Director of Evangelization
tcastrucci@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2108
April Deocariza, Evangelization Administrative Assistant
evangelization@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2109
Michelle Dushensky, Director of Communication
mdushensky@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2121
Kristen Eggers, Office Coordinator

kristen@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2109
Walter Plummer, Director of Children & Youth Evangelization
wplummer@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2122
Shannon Loughrey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
sloughrey@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

Mary Beth Thiemann, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Coord.

mbthiemann@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2110
Lauren Mays, Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Assistant
Imays@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2110

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Sunday, November 16, 2025

Collection $42,429
Weekly Budget $47,059
Weekly Deficit ($4,630)
Second Collection - SGS $5,004
Fiscal Year-to-Date

Year Ending June 30, 2026

Fiscal YTD Actual $847,503
Fiscal YTD Budget $941,176
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($93,673)
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To give onlinge, scan the QR
code or visit bit.ly/GiveToSTG.

Thank you for your generosity!

OFFICE OF STEWARDSHIP
Hope Ramundo, Director of Stewardship
hramundo@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2120

OFFICE OF WORSHIP

Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., Director of Worship
Christopher Holman, Director of Music
cholman@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2213
Pam Chmiel, Administrative Assistant
worship@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

ST. GERTRUDE SCHOOL

Travis Johnson, Principal

tjohnson@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020, ext. 1103

Sister Mariana Thayer, O.P., Vice Principal

smariana@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020

Madeline McCauley, Dir. of Marketing & Community
Engagement

community@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020, ext. 1138

ATHLETICS
Jake Dummermuth, Athletic Director
jdummermuth@stgertrudesch.org

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH SUPPORT MINISTRIES

Parents of Precious Pearls (Children with Special Needs)
Laura Nanista | laura_nanista@outlook.com

Seasons of Hope (Bereavement)

Cindy Hertzel | (513) 368-8941

St. Vincent de Paul

Jennifer Mansfield | (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Bulletin: December 7
Materials Due: November 26

Please submit your bulletin
information and Mass
announcements to
bulletin@stgertrude.org.




"0206-262-008-1 12D ‘PY UE 99€|d OL — SISSILAAPY INQ 82Iuoijed aseald

G2/L/0}L-Nr-2586 L #-SPY ap!SUI'HO ‘lleuuioul) ‘apnilen

STRAWSER & STALEY ¢

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE

‘ Meet Eli and Bennett, our two

(
‘E fur-children! We understand how
'& much pets mean to people, and we
MamTS==== are proud to offer pet death care to
’ f 1 the area with the same dignity that
we show for all we serve!

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader
StrawserFuneralHome.com
513-791-7203 69
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St. Gertrude Parishioner
Providing Legal Counsel for
Businesses and Individuals
TAX | TRANSACTIONS | ESTATE PLANNING

Nick Eusanio

Partner, DBL Law | [BE+H0]
513-357-5292
neusanio@dbllaw.com

CASTRUCCI
COLLISION

OPEN HOUSE

OCTOBER 26 & 27

MILFORD

Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

Moeller (1984)
University of Notre Dame (1988)
U.C. Law (1991)

Family Law ¢ Wills & Probate
Lawsuits * Guardianship

STEVE ROHDE, DARRELL SCHNEIDE

775 //(I/ 5 ()/////////

seroice to ' Oustern
Clncinnate & Be, /r)//(/ =

Visa/Mastercard Accepted

R & BEL

CALLUSFOR
FREE NURSE

Consultation!

@ (513) 321-4444

nght

L1z

( remier z 0o/s & Spas’

Largest pool builder in the country
In ground fiberglass...

All caregivers are highly

WE OFFER: scre.ened. including drug
Meal préparation testing, thorough
: Ughtioufsekeeping back_ground ':h.est' concrefe
+ Companionship continuous training, vinyl...
insured and supervised A
« Laundry by nurses. We\-ﬂa Faralio New, remodel, service
« Medication and therapy help make care ae .
A TR e Call us for a free in-home consultation
« Eating/feeding are private pay, but we - -
« Bathing/Dressing also honor VA t')eneﬁts, 5 1 3 4] 6 45 33
i i ileti long-term care insurance,
3 g:::;etri\:ecl;o:etmg and other aging benefit '
« Transferring and Ambulation e
CINCINNATI NORTHERN KENTUCKY

(859) 328-1647

cgm

CUSTOM JEWELERS

(513) 621

KLEKAMP PAVING

Asphalt Paving

McCord

Insurance Agency

<

) ( ':\ast;:::tg ' Paul Stucker, Agent
Sealcoating 513-746-9144

513-561-4600

4 Home-Auto-Life-Business
www.klekamp.com

WL Former Catholic Missionary

-1123 o litwins.com

E RIC D . BEN DER GEO. H. ROHDE SON ; : Contact me for a no-obligation consultation.
Attorney at Law Trorerad Tovme. o me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude | Never a fee for services! , SHARON BOHLEN

INDA HARPER

Adoption 3183 LinwoodrAvenue
(51 3) 891 .5630 Mt. Lookout Square
9764 Kenwood Road in Blue Ash 321-0404
ROHDEFUNERAL.COM

For all your real estate needs please contact | MEDICARE QUESTIONS? | HAVE ANSWERS!

parishioner and professional realtor.

Bohlen Benefits Your Medicare Resource

CAROLYNTRAUTH | ocner || S13-476-4062 [
Realtor

SIBCY CLINE SCHUMACHER DUGAN
513-706-4239

513-777-9800

General Contractors and Land Development Company

www.sibcycline.com/ctrauth

FIRE & SECUR

Padh SN
SUMIMIT

Ty

510 W Benson St., Cincinnati, OH 45215
Phone: 513-948-1030

2 Speciia(lity Cut Flowers ROYALMONT ACADEMY
2 Weddi * Event
R QS cddings * Events OPEN HOUSE
SULL[VAN Anne&Ryan Sullivan NOV 13 | 500_730 PM

Preschool | High School
Royalmont.org | 513-754-0555

FLOWER FARM Parishioners

www.sullivanflowerfarm.com

SEMPERALTIGS

TO ADVERTISE HERE, Compliments of
CALLDEEPRINTING |  TRUSTCARE
AT 800-292-9020 PHYSICIANS

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio
10640 Loveland Madeira Rd.
Bring this bulletin in to receive a
FREE Cheese Coney
With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Feeling good, it’s Skyline Time!

AP~ Anderson Hills Plumbing

Residential - Commercial - FREE ESTIMATES
Over 69 Years Experience & Satisfaction

Ernie, Jack, Ralph & Barb Vilardo

6229 Beechmont Avenue 513-232-3821

Fowure Generations g‘;fe/'w'c@
to-the Gomumurndy
Treating Your Home

Like Qur Own
CALL TODAY! ™
513 7.55- ROO

e —
7100 Sennet Place
West Chester, OH 45069

Qlﬂl!ﬂl Ao Services

Now 3 Locations!
§403 Madison, Madisonville-271-1570

1783 E Ohio Pike, Amelia-797-4888
11452 Springfield Pk.Springdale-386-7800

ANy

James M. Schirmer, DDS

The Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

at Countryside

513-932-9991

1726 Deerfield Rd. Lebanon OH, 45036
www.schirmeroralsurgery.com

- &

/TRANSFORMED

INTERIORS

= At Transformed Interiors, we don't
# % design interiors; we create soulful
spaces that support a more

harmonious way of living.

American Association

513-403-2120 American .SawngFaces/LhangmngVe
diana@transformedinteriordesign.com |[EYRRIIRTRERee

transformedinteriordesign.com

Your Automotive Expert Since 1976

7441 Shawn
Madeira, Ohio

7500 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
ThomasJustinMemorial.com
513-791-5353
Jay T. Justin and Jane M. Ludlow, Directors

Roofing « Siding « Gutters
Windows - Storm Restoration

Hand made table linens
crafted for hospitality.

BAREFOOT HOME

TABLES & TREASURES

<4 scan fo shop

Security, Inc.

Tablecloths, napkins (513) 527-4400 - DialOneSecurity.com

runners and much more..

Here in Madeiral
barefoothomemade.com

Servicing Maderia
and Indian Hill since 1979




#” Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today. kofc.org/joinus

Ed Witte, F

Quality Service for Over 35 years

Yy =]+~ TIMBEATRICE
TRADITIONS i
A1 CAMARGO beatrice HANDYMAN
ASSISTED LIVING + MEMORY CARE
7650 CAMARGO ROAD - MADEIRA, OH 45243 H OM E 5 1 3 -2 54 -562 0
PRI R NIV [VMIPROVEMENT timbeatrice5@yahoo.com
e Jeff Woodward, .
:- WCI Parishioner Kitchen & Bath
e 513-247-9241 | umoscapespeciausts,inc. | Remodeling
Celebrating 30 years in business Hardscape Landscape
www.wciconstruction.com o Walkways & Patios ® Installations m
. ® Driveways * Renovations
] Kn |g htS Of COI um bUS o Retaining Walls  ® Maintenance
\ Archbishop Elder Council * Drainage Systems @ Snow Clearing 561_5285

7880 Camargo Rd.
kinsellakitchens.com

-6400

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General « Implant

Dentists
Parishioner 4

513-561-8600

7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201
fheiselmandds. com

(%- Engmved’ gﬁs for all occasions
7116 Miami Ave.
GILSON'S
ENGRAVING 8_9 1 07_3 0
pecantciers  Www.gilsonsonline.com

‘IE’I“[Q an ‘-} NSURANCE

Auto, Home, Business, Health
JFuneral Homes

mail@mrwinsurance.com
7713 Camargo Road Cincinnati, OH 45243
www.MRWinsurance.com

MAD

.20

513-984-5565 1

T DENTISTRY

Keith D. Jackson DDS

Laura K. Jackson DDS
7113 Miami Avenue
Madeira, OH 45243

Tel: (513) 561-5318

A

KANE LAW 1.c

small businesses - nonprofits

Contact@Kane.Law

Family Owned §iNaTrer St. Clair Roofing

é‘ Operated Serving Cincinnati Since 1923

Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
ESTABLISHED 1877 L Slate & Tile Repair

55—
Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters

JERRY ST. CLAIR, PARISHIONER

641-3265

oward
FULEL]

Real Estate Services
Largest Real Estate
Broker in Ohio

\ -G (513)

REDDEN 407-8998

513-335-4039

charles.borchers@gmail.com
chuckborg!:r.s'llomes.com

Chuck Borchers

Parishioner

REALTOR SINCE 2009

¥ \N E “ EATg
n Certified Arborist 0H-6592A

Tree Care « Consultations « Diagnostics
513-675-0024 mcastator@gmail.com
ISR Mark Castator, Parishioner

Castellum Financial

Advice
Robert L. Franer lll, AAMS® [ Services Offered
513-434-3583 (c) ¢ Herbicide Application

* Fertilizer Application

Evans funem[ ?[ome

Traditional Funeral & Cremation Services
Funeral Pre-Planning Available
www.evansfuneralhome.com
741 Center St., Milford 1944 St. Rt. 28, Goshen

513-831-3172 513-722-3272
ovembe
Op
U
d @) 4 08
ode to P b A
or ca z nFA ]
404-60
ome
CPDNCIC
= al O

& hD %Donnelly Lawn Service 3¢

Madeira Resident - Contact Us Today
%7 513-315-6648

@ Lawn PhD

@ lawnphd.donnelly

1servi il.com

~endery

CONSTRUCTION, INC.
Remodeling by professionals

Kitchens « Bathrooms
Room Additions
Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429

2321 West US Highway 22/3
Maineville, Ohio 45039

www.PenderyConstruction.com

‘;c/ouﬂyo 7170 7:/ WYt

Protecting your unique and special
needs loved ones with tailored
financial solutions.

Please Patronize Our Advertisers — To Place an Ad, Call 1-800-292-9020.

-
‘l\a Kristina Markiewicz, FIC
- (513) 540-0329
kmarkiewicz@blackbulicapitalpartners.com
www.blackbullcapitalpartners.com BLACK BULL

PLUMBING, INC.

“WE'LL MAKE IT HALPIN"
513-631-2001

robert@castellumfinancialadvice.com
castellumfinancialadvice.com
Parishioner & Founding Member
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network
Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

AMADAG

« Dementia care
« Companionship care
« Long-term care insurance
claims management
We are experts in helping seniors use their long-term
care insurance to fund home care services.

Schedule your
COMPLIMENTARY long-term
care insurance policy review.

O 513-548 5512

VA
APPROVED

Scan here!

www.AmadaCincinnati.com

SENIOR CARE Apex
Services we provide: Hearing
* Non-medical home care Group ~

Better Hearing is Better Living

As a proud member of Saint Gertrude Catholic Parish, I’'m dedicated to helping
our community hear life’s precious moments. Whether it’s listening to Sunday
Mass or chatting with loved ones, better hearing can make all the difference.
Schedule your free hearing consultation today!

513-561-4327

Get the latest market
scoop in MADEIRA

No.1 eXp Realtor in Ohio

+20 years of experience.

513-289-1039
flino)

Gertrude, Cincinnati, OH-#19980-JM-10/14/25



