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Welcome to St. Gertrude Parish—it is good that BECOME A

you are here!

Whether this is your first time worshiping with us or you PARI SHIONER

have been here many times and want to become a

parishioner—or you have questions about the Catholic Ready to join our vibrant parish
faith and want to learn more—our parish bulletin and of missionary disciples?
website, stgertrude.org, are great places to start.
Register as a parishioner at
We look forward to getting to know you and stgertrude.org/register.
accompanying you on your faith journey. Paper copies of the registration
form are also available in the
MISSION: Who We Are parish office.

We are a Roman Catholic parish of the Archdiocese of
Cincinnati that is shaped and enlivened by the charism of
the Order of Preachers (the Dominicans). We teach and
preach the Truth, reverently celebrate the liturgy and
sacraments, and gather as a community so that all may ST. GERTRUDE PARISH PODCAST

encounter Jesus here.

Listen to our parish podcast on
Spotify or Apple Podcasts!

VISION: Who We Aspire to Be

To be a community of disciples united in our Eucharistic
Lord and sent to transform the world in the light of the
Gospel.

If you have any suggestions for
future episodes, email
podcast@stgertude.org.

Been away for a while or curious about
Catholicism?

WE WOULD LOVE TO WALK WITH YOU.

To connect with us, get your questions answered, and learn
about returning to the Church or becoming Catholic, scan the
QR code or contact Tyler Castrucci tcastrucci@stgertrude.org.
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THE NEGATIVE VERSUS
POSITIVE MORAL
PRECEPTS: AN
IMPORTANT DISTINCTION

We are less than a month away
from our next significant election,
with much at stake in our own
state as well as at the federal level. Inevitably, at this time of
year, a lot of political advertising focuses on the various moral
and ethical issues facing our society. In light of that, I'd like to
reflect on a very important distinction that governs how we, as
Catholics, think and reason through such topics.

In our understanding of the moral life, there are two broad
categories of moral precepts. Negative moral precepts are those
that prohibit certain actions. Positive moral precepts command
certain actions. However, there is a very important distinction
between the two that bears significance not only in our own
living of the moral life, but also as we look at how moral issues
are discussed by politicians and political parties . . . and
ultimately “translated” into laws and public policy. And the
distinction is this: negative precepts bind absolutely, whereas
positive precepts bind prudentially. Let me explain.

The negative precepts forbid certain actions because the very
actions themselves are intrinsically evil. As such, there is no
circumstance, or set of circumstances, that could ever make
such actions good. “But the negative moral precepts, those
prohibiting certain concrete actions or kinds of behavior as
intrinsically evil, do not allow for any legitimate exception. They
do not leave room, in any morally acceptable way, for the
‘creativity’ of any contrary determination whatsoever. Once the
moral species of an action prohibited by a universal rule is
concretely recognized, the only morally good act is that of
obeying the moral law and of refraining from the action which it
forbids . . . and thus the absolute validity of negative moral
precepts, which oblige without exception.” (Pope St. John Paul Il,
Veritatis Splendor, n. 67 and n. 76) So, for example, things like
murder and adultery are intrinsically evil, and thus always wrong.
Abortion, that is the deliberate killing of an unborn child, is
another action that fits into this category; it is an action that

is intrinsically evil and no circumstance can change that. (Note:
this is different from, say, a surgery to save the life of a mother
experiencing an ectopic pregnancy. Such a surgery is not an
abortion from a moral standpoint and has always been allowed
under Catholic moral law.)

The positive (or affirmative) precepts, however, do not bind
absolutely. For example, one of the positive moral precepts is to
care for the poor and needy. If that precept bound us absolutely,
it would mean that every single time we encountered a poor
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person, we would need to drop anything else we were doing to
immediately care for them . .. which is patently absurd. Or to
use an example from St. Thomas Aquinas, we know there is a
positive precept to publicly confess our faith. But this is how he
describes this obligation: “Now since confession of faith is
something affirmative, it can only fall under an affirmative
precept. Hence its necessity for salvation depends on how it
falls under an affirmative precept of the Divine Law. Now
affirmative precepts as stated above do not bind for always,
although they are always binding; but they bind as to place and
time according to other due circumstances, in respect of which
human acts have to be regulated in order to be acts of virtue.
Thus then it is not necessary for salvation to confess one’s faith
at all times and in all places, but in certain places and at certain
times, when, namely, by omitting to do so, we would deprive
God of due honor, or our neighbor of a service that we ought to
render him: for instance, if a man, on being asked about his faith,
were to remain silent, so as to make people believe either that
he is without faith, or that the faith is false, or so as to turn
others away from the faith. . . ” (Summa Theologica, lI-ll, 3, 2). Or
to quote Pope St. John Paul Il again, “In the case of the positive
moral precepts, prudence always has the task of verifying that
they apply in a specific situation, for example, in view of other
duties which may be more important or urgent” (Veritatis
Splendor, n. 67).

Finally, when it comes to the positive moral precepts, and
especially where they intersect with civic or political life, it is
important to recognize that there is no single “Catholic” way in
which such precepts must be implemented. Going back to the
precept of providing for the poor and needy, one Catholic might
believe the best use of (limited) public funds would be to
support the work of soup kitchens and similar facilities. Another
might think the best use of those funds would be to support job
training programs for the needy to help them get higher paying
jobs. If you ask 10 other Catholics, they might have 10 other
ideas about the best use of those funds. But the key is that none
of them can claim that their position is the one and only “right”
position and the others are wrong; still less could one claim that
his or her position is the only “Catholic” position and the others
are not. When it comes to implementing the positive moral
precepts, discussions of the best way of doing so fall into the
realm of prudence, not of moral good and evil.

| hope this little lesson will be helpful, both in your own lives and
as you approach the task of voting in this upcoming election and
future elections.

God bless,
Lo }wm ful tJatden, OF

Father John Paul Walker, O.P.



Evangelization

STILL NEED TO REGISTER?

T e e -
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CHILDREN & YOUTH
Iaith Formation Registration

Classes have begun, but you can still sign up for the following
faith formation programs:

» Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (age 3-grade 3)
* Sacramental Formation (generally grade 2)

* Family Faith (grades 4-6)

* Confirmation Preparation (grades 7-8)

Visit tinyurl.com/Formation2627, scan
the QR code, or contact Kristen Eggers
at kristen@stgertrude.org.

YEAR OF s".'FRANCIS
PILGRIMAGE

Sign up at
tinyurl.com/2026StFrancis.

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH

FUN BUNCH

Everyone age 55+ is invited to a Cincinnati Chili Extravaganza!

ACTIVITIES  Chili aficionado Andy Stefanopolous will present on
the history of Cincinnati chili.

LUNCH Chili! All are invited to bring a side dish, dessert, or
drink to share. Visit tinyurl.com/OctoberFun or scan
the QR code to let us know what you are bringing.

RSVP Please RSVP to Diane Kennedy at (513) 791-6075 or
mkennedyOé@aol.com so we can get an estimated
headcount for food. As usual, walk-ins

are welcome. EI%.
. z .@
We hope you will join us—and bring a friend! EF%' #

Mary Mother of Our Savior

DECEMBER 4-5 , 2026

Jesuit Spiritual Center (Milford)

All men ages 18-plus are invited to our annual Men's Advent
Retreat. This year's retreat master, Father Ken Letoile, O.P.,
will guide you to a greater intimacy with Jesus through the

Advent intercession of Our Blessed Mother.
Scan the QR code or visit catholicmensretreat.org
to learn more and register!

1 :l'-‘-“u'F;

9026 MEN'S ADVENT RETREAT
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Evangelization

Disciple Maker Index Survey

Embracing Christ’s vision for missionary discipleship and
growing together in faith.

St. Gertrude Parish is once again participating in the Disciple Maker Index (DMI)
survey, a parish survey conducted by Catholic Leadership Institute in partnership with
the Archdiocese of Cincinnati. The DMI survey allows you to reflect on your own
spiritual growth and discipleship and identify the ways in which our parish effectively
supports that growth. The results will enable parish leadership to not only make data-
driven decisions but also help you grow in your faith.

The 10- to 15-minute survey will be accessible online and in paper form from
October 27-November 24. All responses will be confidential, and our leadership will
only receive information about the parish community as a whole.

Look for a link to the online survey and information about the paper survey as we get
closer to October 27. Thank you for participating in this important project—the
greater the participation, the more useful the results!
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Parish

FY 2025-2026 ANNUAL REPORT

This past fiscal year was one of extraordinary growth. Between July 1, 2025,
and June 30, 2026, we added over 150 new households to our parish, totaling
426 new parishioners. The average Sunday Mass attendance topped 2,100
people per week, and 33 people became Catholic throughout E E
the year. These numbers are a just a snapshot of the incredible

vitality and life of our parish. To check out more outstanding %

highlights in our FY 2025-2026 annual report, scan the QR .
=]

U
e
code or pick up a copy at the entrances to the church. - 5

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING ST. GERTRUDE SCHOOL

We are very grateful to all St. Gertrude Parish parishioners who have donated
to the Archdiocese of Cincinnati Catholic Education Foundation (CEF)—a
Scholarship Granting Organization (SGO)—for the benefit of St. Gertrude
School. Their generosity is not only helping to provide scholarships for students
who may not have the means to attend our wonderful parish school, but also
earning them a dollar-for-dollar tax credit up to $750 per taxpayer, per tax year!

We would like to recognize the following parishioners who gave to the CEF-
SGO in August and September 2026:

Anonymous

¢ Brad Wenstrup
Joyce Chew Mo ot
William Chew onica VWenstrup

To make your donation, visit bit.ly/stgsgo or scan the QR code.
For your tax credit to be applied to the 2026 tax year, make
your gift before April 15, 2027. Thank you for your generosity!

BULLDOGS WRESTLING REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN

All boys in grades K-8 are invited to join the Bulldogs wrestling program for
the upcoming season, which runs November 2026-February 2027. Regular
registration is open now through 11 p.m. on October 23 and is
$125. Late registration begins after October 23 and is $175.
To sign up, visit bit.ly/stgbulldogs or scan the QR code. If you
have any questions, please contact the wrestling coordinators
at sgwrestlingcoordinator@gmail.com.

BAPTISMS - SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2026

ol i
Child: Maria Rose Wasserman
Parents: Mark & Sarah

Child: Robert Raymond Heyob
Parents: Joseph & Theresa

THE SICK

Gloria Bell, John & Joy Belperio, Johnny
Burns, James Caldwell, Vicki Calonge,
Meghan Craft, Triset Defonseka,
MaryJane DeHanes, Diana Doll, Lisa Ely,
Stefanie Flynn, Ron Freudenberg, Will
Freudenberg, Dick Gelhaus, Goad Family,
Mark Holland, Hummel Family, Steve
Kaimer, Andrea Kattel, Aiko Kimura,
William Kimura, Karen Larkin, Kevin
Lewis, Jim Lydon, Gertrude Maxwell, Kim
McClung, Tom McLaughlin, Elaine
O’Connell, Sue Paas, Gert Patterson,
Romualdo Pelle, Jerry Pfeiffer Family,
Fran Pishotti, Octavio Flores Resendiz,
Paula Scalo, Don Schoo, Susan Shonk,
Nancy Silvers, Chuck Stalzer, Sy Swart,
Beth Stoll, Patricia Strauss, Judy Sullivan

THOSE IN THE MILITARY

Patrick Burke, Gabe Dorsey, Jacob
Dorsey, Conner Duté, Cole Foster, Kyle
Foster, Dominic Geraci, Daniel Holian,
Mike Huber, Aaron Jacobson, Jacob
Kramb, John Kramb, Kelly Leugers, Miles
Mayer, Charles Mayer, John Murdock Jr.,
John Oscar, Dan Roseman, Andrew
Shannon, Michael Stein, lan Tester, Jack
Thornton, and Gus Voto

THE RECENTLY DECEASED

T Joel & Maureen Wolfe
T Francis J. Walker, father of Monica
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Parish
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SEASONS OF HOPE | OCTOBER 12

Mourning the loss of a loved one is never easy. To comfort you in your sorrow, St. Gertrude Parish
offers Seasons of Hope, a unique, adult support group for the bereaved. This free program, rooted in
Catholic tradition, conveys God's consolation through Scripture, prayer, reflection, faith sharing, and
fellowship. Anyone who has suffered a loss, whether it be recent or years ago, is invited to join us for
our next gathering on Monday, October 12, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. in the St. Joseph Room. For more
information, including the full schedule, visit stgertrude.org/seasonsofhope or contact Cindy Hertzel
at (513) 368-8941.

LECTOR TRAINING | OCTOBER 17

Anyone wishing to join the lector ministry is invited to attend our lector training on Saturday, October
17, from 12:30 to 2 p.m. in the church. The training is not mandatory for current lectors; however,
you are more than welcome to come to receive feedback on your lectoring. If you have any questions,
contact the parish office at (513) 561-5954 or parishoffice@stgertrude.org.

CHRISTMAS WREATH SALE | OCTOBER 17-18 & 24-25

St. Gertrude Parish Cub Scout Pack 555 and Boy Scout Troop 555 are selling Christmas
wreaths/sprays and other decorations from Mickman Brothers. Order your wreaths/sprays after any
Mass the weekends of October 17-18 and October 24-25. The wreaths are scheduled to be
delivered right before Thanksgiving. Payment (cash or check) is due when you place your order. If you
have any questions, please contact a Troop 555 cub or scout or Sarah Schmid at smariad@yahoo.com
or (513) 322-9459.

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING | OCTOBER 30

All boys in grades four and up who want to become altar servers or who are currently altar servers
and want a refresher are invited to our next altar server training on Friday, October 30, from 3 to 4
p.m. in the church.

ALL SAINTS’ VIGIL | OCTOBER 31

People of all ages are invited to join us for the second event in our 2026-2027 Sacred Music Series as
we keep vigil with the saints through music of profound beauty and consolation. Composed over the
final decade of Hubert Parry’s life and completed amid World War I, Parry’s Songs of Farewell is one of
the great choral masterpieces of the 20th century. Freewill offering.



Parish

This

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12
12:15 p.m. | St. John Vianney Prayer Group (St. Joseph Room)
7 p.m. | Healing Rosary (Rosary Garden)
7 p.m. | Seasons of Hope (St. Joseph Room)

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13
12:30 p.m. | True Devotion to Mary (St. Dominic Lobby)
7 p.m. | Boy Scouts (School Cafeteria)

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14
6:30 p.m. | Cub Scouts Den Meeting (School Cafeteria)

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
St. Gertrude School Closed

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16
St. Gertrude School Closed
Altar Server Fishing Trip

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17
9 a.m.-3 p.m. | Ladies of Charity Craft & Gift Fair (Parish Center)
12:30 p.m. | Lector Training (Church)
After 4:30 a.m. Mass | Scouts Wreaths Sale (Outside the Church)

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18
After All Masses | Scouts Wreaths Sale (Outside the Church)
7 p.m. | L'alto: High School Youth Ministry Night (Parish Center)

UPCOMING YOUNG ADULT GROUP EVENTS

All young adults age 18-35 are invited to the following upcoming events:

¢ Monthly Holy/Happy Hour | October 15: Spend time in Eucharistic
Adoration during a Holy Hour beginning at 7 p.m. at St. Gertrude Church,
followed by drinks at Hoppin’ Vines (8150 Montgomery Road). Priests
will be available for confession. At 6:45 p.m., there will be a short altar
server training for young adult men who are interested in assisting with
these Holy Hours. No prior experience is required!

¢ Saintly Celebrations (Part One) | October 22: Come battle in an exciting
game of Saint Trivia to see who knows the saints better. From bishops
and bilocations to beatifications and beheadings, no saint is off the table.
The winner will receive a prize!

¢ Saintly Celebrations (Part Two) | October 29: It's Saintly Show and Tell.
Bring a short story or two about an obscure or favorite saint to share
with the group and come learn about some of the coolest saints you
have never heard of! Father Louis will be kicking off the evening with
some of his favorite saints. Come dressed as a saint to enter our costume
contest and win a prize!

BECOME A EUCHARISTIC GUARDIAN

Eucharistic guardians are people who sign up for
and commit to a weekly Holy Hour in our
Mother of Mercy Adoration Chapel. The chapel
is open daily from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and
overnight on Wednesday. We need at least two
people signed up for every hour; T
many spots are available. To learn E @
more or sign up, scan the QR code,

or visit stgertrude.org/adoration. E

MISCARRIAGE KIT BOX

Are you or someone you know facing a first
trimester miscarriage? You are not alone.
Heaven’s Gain Ministries has provided our
parish with a box of free miscarriage kits to
support your physical and emotional needs
during your tragic loss. The box is located in the
landscape bed to the left of the circle drive in
front of the church. If you have questions about
the kit, call Heaven's Gain at (513) 888-4200.
Learn more about Heaven'’s Gain’s services at
heavensgain.org. We also
encourage you to contact
one of our parish priests
so we can help you along
your grieving journey.

MAKE A LASTING IMPACT

Did you know that we have a St. Gertrude Parish
Endowment and a St. Gertrude School
Endowment? A gift to either of these
endowments now will leave a legacy that will
provide for our parish and school for years to
come! For more information, contact Hope
Ramundo at hramundo@stgertrude.org. To give,
visit bit.ly/parishendow or bit.ly/schoolendow.
Thank you, in advance, for your generosity!

ARE YOU IN NEED OF FORGIVENESS?

God is always ready to forgive. Experience his
merciful love through the sacrament of
Reconciliation. Priests are available to hear
confessions Monday-Friday at 4 p.m.,
Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m., Saturdays at 3:30
p.m., or by appointment.
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Parish

Every weekend until the November elections, our Respect Life
ministry will share bits of information to help you understand the
dignity of every human life and take action to uphold it from
conception to natural death.

As we approach the November elections, there are many issues
that Catholics need to be aware of. Neither political party has a
monopoly on Catholic teaching; it is each person’s responsibility
to judge candidates by their adherence to sanctity of all life and
their care for all people, especially the poor and vulnerable. To
support you in this discernment, the archdiocese developed RESPECT Ll FE Co RN ER
iVoteCatholic, tools for Catholic communities to use in the o i

months prior to election day. Every weekend leading up to the lemg Our Call to Defend Life
November elections, we will share ivotecatholic.org content
that looks at the seven themes of Catholic Social Teaching—
what they are, how they are defined, how they apply to our
lives, and how to use them to determine for whom you will vote.
Visit stgertrude.org/bulletin to view the first three themes in the

SCRIPTURE
God’s Word on Human Dignity

“Choose life, then, that you and your
descendants may live..."

September 20 and 27 and October 4 bulletins respectively.) - Deuteronomy 30:19

CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHING

Theme 4: Option for the Poor & Vulnerable CHURCH TEACHING

During this fourth week, we focus on Option for the Poor What Our Faith Calls Us to Know

and Vulnerable. “Lord, when did we see you hungry and “. .. the principal focus of her [the Church] interventions in the
feed you . ..” (Matthew 25:31). Scripture reminds us that public arena is the protection and promotion of the dignity of

the person, and she is thereby consciously drawing particular
attention to principles which are not negotiable. Among these
the following emerge clearly today . . . protection of life in all

some people’s needs are so urgent and so great that their
needs come first. Therefore, while everyone is important,

those whose voice in our society is ignored, those whose its stages, from the first moment of conception until natural
human rights are violated, ise whose dignity is not death...” - Pope Benedict XVI, Address to European
recognized, must take first priority. When we enter into the Parliamentary Group, 30 March 2006

lives and the struggles of the poor and vulnerable, we
experience Jesus' presence in a real, powerful way. We need
to remember in this principle persons who are elderly,
disabled, marginalized, vulnerable, and formerly incarcerated
or otherwise discriminated against or disadvantaged. Under

TAKE ACTION
Put Your Faith into Practice .
Prepare for Voting in November: Scan the QR E ?'EE

. L. . . code to watch an excellent video by the USCCB
this principle fall issues such as addiction, mental health, that discusses Forming Consciences for Faithful c
healthcare, and systems that perpetuate poverty. Find out Citizenship.

more at ivotecatholic.org.

GIFT OF LIFE

During October (Respect Life Month), there will be a Pack ‘N Play outside the relic chapel in
the church to collect new baby items for Old St. Mary’s Pregnancy Center in Over-the-Rhine.
Most needed items include:

» newborn girls' sleepers and onesies

+ infant and toddler-size (2T-5T) coats, hats, mittens, warm clothing, and socks

» blankets

Items that are always needed: Wipes, baby wash and lotion, bath towels and wash cloths
(cotton preferred), bottles, sippy cups, pacifiers, bibs, and diapers (sizes 4, 5, 6). No toys,
books, or diapers in sizes newborn, 1, 2, or 3 at this time.

Sponsored by the St. Gertrude Parish Respect Life ministry.
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School

MERCY DAY 2026:
SHARING THE FRUITS OF
OUR FAITH

Sister Mariana Thayer, O.P.
St. Gertrude School Vice Principal

On Friday, October 2, our entire

school participated in Mercy Day, a
day set aside to experience, in small but meaningful ways, God’s
mercy through prayer, service, and encounters with others.

Our students have been greatly blessed in many ways, and these
blessings are good gifts from God. Mercy Day gives them an
opportunity to grow in gratitude for what they have received
and, in turn, to give of themselves to others. Throughout the
day, students practiced the corporal works of mercy by visiting
the elderly and the sick, preparing packages for those in need,
serving other students, and even caring for the resting places of
the dead. There is something particularly Dominican about this.

One of the great principles of Dominican life is contemplata aliis
tradere, or “to hand on to others the fruits of contemplation.”
Through prayer, study, the sacraments, and the life of the
Church, we first receive from God and are then called to share
what we have received with others.

This is an important part of the Catholic education we hope to
give our students at St. Gertrude School. We want not only our
students to know the truths of our faith, but also those truths to
take root in their hearts and bear fruit in the way they live. A
child can learn the corporal works of mercy in the classroom, but
there is something different about sitting beside an elderly
person who may be lonely, preparing food or supplies for
someone in need, or kneeling beside a grave and praying for the
soul of someone they never knew.

APPLY NOW FOR THE 2027-2028 SGS
SCHOOL YEAR

Give your child the gift of a Catholic education at your
parish school! Parishioners interested in applying for the
2027-2028 school year may submit applications now.
Applications to the general public open Erﬁ_. .
November 1, 2026. Spots are limited! To == &gy

schedule a private tour, scan the code A '|I'l

and a member of our admissions team
will contact you.

These small acts help our students begin to more clearly see the
dignity of every person and to recognize Christ in those they
encounter. They also remind us that the gifts God gives us are
not meant to end with us. What we receive through prayer and
study should lead us outward in charity and service.

We fittingly concluded Mercy Day with Mass. The Holy
Eucharist is God’s ultimate gift of mercy to us, poor sinners in
need of his forgiveness and loving care. At the altar, we receive
Christ, who completely gives himself to us and teaches us how
we, too, are called to give ourselves for others.

Mercy Day beautifully mirrors the pattern of the Christian life
and, in a particular way, the Dominican life: to receive from God,
to contemplate his truth and goodness, and then to share the
fruits of what we have received with the wider world.

FALL OPEN HOUSE | OCTOBER 28, 9-11 A.M.

Mark your calendars for our upcoming Fall Open House on
Wednesday, October 28, from 9 to 11 a.m. Discover the
education that sets our graduates apart. Explore our
classrooms, experience our curriculum, and meet the families
that call SGS home. RSVP today!

Unable to attend but still interested in
experiencing an SGS Open House? Join us
during Catholic Schools Week for additional
Open House times.
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Mass Intentions &

Liturgical

Mass

MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 | ST. CARLO ACUTIS (M)
7 a.m. | Mass - 1 Patricia Maria Dean by Elizabeth Boomgarden
8 a.m. | Mass - T Patty Connelly by Shari Siebert
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Deceased Members of the Dominican Order
4 p.m. | Confessions

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13 | WEEKDAY
7 a.m. | Mass - Grant & Marie Foreman by The Westendorf Family
8 a.m. | Mass - 1 Cathy Gerbus by Ann & Andy Cordier
9 a.m. | Moms & Littles Holy Hour
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T Mary Jane McLaughlin
by Jack & Nancy-Carolyn Smith
4 p.m. | Confessions

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14 | WEEKDAY
7 a.m. | Mass - 1 Luz Stella Garcia by Dave & Therese Hertlein
8 a.m. | Mass - Jeanne Palcic & Family by The Harmon Family
11:30 a.m. | Mass - T William Clark by Marian Clark
4 p.m. | Confessions
7:30 p.m. | Holy Hour & Confessions

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15 | ST. TERESA OF JESUS (M)

7 a.m. | Mass - 1 Luz Stella Garcia De Guzman by David & Chris Burleigh

8 a.m. | Mass - 1 Rita Johantges by Nancy & Brad Brockhoff
11:30 a.m. | Mass - 1 Dick Hartmann by Judy Hartmann
4 p.m. | Confessions
7 p.m. | Young Adult Group Holy Hour

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 16 | WEEKDAY
7 a.m. | Mass - 1 Robert M. Lanaghan by John & Leah Nosek
8 a.m. | Mass - T The Holy Souls in Purgatory by Analinda Caballero
11:30 a.m. | Mass - 1 Robert J. McCarthy by Molly & Bruce Vollmer
4 p.m. | Confessions

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17 | ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH (M)
8 a.m. | Mass - 1 Gussie McNeil by Anne Spaeth
11:30 a.m. | Mass - 1 Jerry Schuermann by The Schneller Family
3:30 p.m. | Confessions
4:30 p.m. | Mass - 1 John Getgey by The Pavloff Family

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 | 29TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
8 a.m. | Mass - T Charlie Lakatos by Best Women Group
10 a.m. | Mass - The People of St. Gertrude Parish
12 p.m. | Mass - T William Butler by The Gonzalez-Proctor Family
6 p.m. | Mass - 1 Jerry Pfeiffer by The Pfeiffer Family
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PASTORAL CARE

Are you or a loved one unable to attend Mass
due to illness or being homebound? As a sign of
Christ's love, our parish community earnestly
desires to bring comfort and healing to these
individuals. Please call the parish office at (513)
561-5954, and we will direct you to the most
appropriate ministry.

Here are ways we can help you:

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

This healing sacrament is given to those facing
serious physical or mental illness, advanced age,
or surgery due to one of these. When one is
near death, anointing is offered as part of the
Last Rites, along with the sacraments of
Reconciliation and Eucharist.

Communion to the Sick or Homebound

Our priests and lay ministers are available to
bring Holy Communion to individuals who are
unable to attend Sunday Mass due to illness or
being homebound. This important ministry is a
vital sign of the parish community's love and
support for all of our members.

Prayers for the Sick or Deceased

Each week, our bulletin lists the names of
individuals who are sick or recently deceased so
that our entire parish community may pray for
them. Simply contact the parish office to add
yourself or a family member to this list.

PRAYER MINISTRY FOR THE DYING

Is your loved one actively dying? Contact our
Prayer Ministry for the Dying. Members of this
ministry pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for
those approaching death. To request prayers for
your loved one, please call Pat Collins at (513)
265-1897. If you would like to join this ministry,
visit stgertrude.org/prayersforthedying to learn
more.



Around the

GATE OF HEAVEN CEMETERY FALL OPEN HOUSE

Gate of Heaven Cemetery is having a Fall Open House on Sunday,
October 11, from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Explore Catholic history and notable
burials throughout the cemetery, and learn how thoughtful planning can
provide peace of mind for you and your loved ones. Refreshments will
be provided. All are welcome! Learn more at gateofheaven.org.

JUSTIFICATION TODAY FREE LECTURE & Q&A EVENT

Glenmary Home Missioners, Mount St. Mary's Seminary & School of
Theology, and United Theological Seminary will host a lecture and Q&A-
styled gathering, Justification Today, at Mount St. Mary’s on October 15
from 7 to 9 p.m. Mike Root and Joel Chopp will discuss the document
The Joint Declaration on the Doctrine of Justification. Learn more and
RSVP at athenaeum.edu/justification.

ST. GERARD MASS OF HOPE AND HEALING

Married couples, families, and friends are invited to the archdiocese’s
annual St. Gerard Mass of Hope for the Blessing of Children on Friday,
October 16, at 7 p.m. at Holy Rosary Church in St. Marys, OH. This
event—on the feast of St. Gerard, patron saint of expectant mothers—is
a way to prayerfully support married couples experiencing of, :
infertility or pregnancy loss. A reception with fellowship, &
hors d’oeuvres, and resources will follow. For more details, a®
scan the QR code or email Deacon David Ulmer at i ’
dulmer@catholicaoc.org.

FATHERHOOD WORKSHOP

Join men from Greater Cincinnati on Saturday, October 17, from 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. at Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Center for a day of fellowship,
encouragement, and faith as you explore the vital role of fathers,
mentors, and Christian brotherhood. This workshop will feature local
ministries and organizations dedicated to strengthening men, families,
and our community. Learn more and register at olhsc.org/events.

WHITE COAT MASS | OCTOBER 18

The Catholic Medical Association of Cincinnati will host its annual White
Coat Mass at 3 p.m. on Sunday, October 18, at St. Monica Church in

Clifton. Fellowship, refreshments, and a talk by Dr. Joe Zalot
from the National Catholic Bioethics Center will follow. All

cmacincy@gmail.com or scan the QR code.

SYNOD 2027: CONVERSATIONS IN THE SPIRIT

Join other across the archdiocese in prayerfully considering what the
Holy Spirit is asking of our church at this time. Register for one of 60
listening sessions at catholicaoc.org/conversations.

THE TWELFTH ANNUAL CATHOLIC MEN'S

Eucharistic
+Procession+

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2026

All men are invited to join in a spirit of reverence and prayer.

8 AM | Mass with Archbishop Robert Casey at the Cathedral Basilica
of St. Peter in Chains. ;

Following Mass | A two-mile procession through dewntown Cincinnati

11 AM | Final Benedsction at 0ld St. Mary’s Church led by Fr. Fon-Paul Bevak
and the priests of the Oratory of St. Philip Neri.

For more info, contact David Willig at (513) 305-6719 or
Doug Fasger at (513) 417-2503 or visit CMEPS.org.

Assunta Center doors are finally open to the public!
Come celebrate this moment we have been building toward.

SATURDAY OCTOBER 17

11:00AM - 2:00PM
642 SEDAM STREET

SERENELLIPROJECT.ORG
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Parish Directory &

PARISH STAFF DIRECTORY

CLERGY

Father John Paul Walker, O.P., Pastor
friohnpaul@stgertrude.org

Father Louis Bethea, O.P., Parochial Vicar
frlouis@stgertrude.org

Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., Parochial Vicar
frluke@stgertrude.org

Deacon Mike Muse, O.P., Deacon & Love in Action Coordinator
dcnmike@stgertrude.org

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION

Don Regan, Business Manager
businessmanager@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2102
Emma Golias, Admin Assistant & Safe Environment Coord.
egolias@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2103

Susan Kane, Parish Secretary

parishoffice@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

Teri Forlini, Parish Secretary

parishoffice@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

OFFICE OF EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION

Tyler Castrucci, Director of Evangelization
tcastrucci@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2108

April Deocariza, Evangelization Administrative Assistant
evangelization@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2109
Michelle Dushensky, Director of Communication
mdushensky@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2121
Kristen Eggers, Office Coordinator

kristen@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2109

Walter Plummer, Coord. of Marriage and Family Evangelization
wplummer@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2122
Shannon Loughrey, Coordinator of Youth Ministry
sloughrey@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

Mary Beth Thiemann, Coord. of Children’s Sacramental
Formation

mbthiemann@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2110
Lauren Mays, Coordinator of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Imays@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2110

FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Sunday, October 4, 2026

Collection $55,719
Weekly Budget $49,020
Weekly Surplus $6,699
Second Collection: Respect Life $4,970
Fiscal Year-to-Date

Year Ending June 30, 2027

Fiscal YTD Actual $659,704
Fiscal YTD Budget $686,275
Fiscal YTD Deficit ($26,571)
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scan the QR code or
visit bit.ly/GiveToSTG.

OFFICE OF STEWARDSHIP
Hope Ramundo, Director of Stewardship
hramundo@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2120

OFFICE OF WORSHIP

Father Luke VanBerkum, O.P., Director of Worship
Christopher Holman, PhD, Director of Music
cholman@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954, ext. 2213
Daniel Grotz, Organ Scholar
worship@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

Pam Chmiel, Administrative Assistant
worship@stgertrude.org | (513) 561-5954

ST. GERTRUDE SCHOOL

Travis Johnson, Principal

tjohnson@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020, ext. 1103

Sister Mariana Thayer, O.P., Vice Principal

smariana@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020

Madeline McCauley, Director of Marketing & Community
Engagement

community@stgertrudesch.org | (513) 561-8020, ext. 1138

ATHLETICS
Jake Dummermuth, Athletic Director
jdummermuth@stgertrudesch.org

PASTORAL COUNCIL
Brian Clifford, Pastoral Council Chair
pastoralcouncil@stgertrude.org

ST. GERTRUDE PARISH SUPPORT MINISTRIES

Annulments

Deacon Mike Muse | decnmike@stgertrude.org, (513) 504-8442
Parents of Precious Pearls (Children with Special Needs)

Laura Nanista | laura_nanista@outlook.com

Seasons of Hope (Bereavement)

Cindy Hertzel | (513) 368-8941

St. Vincent de Paul

Jennifer Mansfield | (513) 561-5954, ext 2112

BULLETIN DEADLINE

Bulletin: October 25
Materials Due: October 13

To give online, Please submit your bulletin
information and Mass
announcements to

bulletin@stgertrude.org.

Thank you for

your generosity!
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. STRAWSER & STALEY |

FUNERAL HOMES & CREMATION SERVICE

Lawl CALL US FOR
FREE NURSE
Consultatwn’

St. Gertrude Parishioner
Providing Legal Counsel for
Businesses and Individuals
TAX | TRANSACTIONS | ESTATE PLANNING

Nick Eusanio

Partner, DBL Law | [BEH0]
513-357-5292
neusanio@dbllaw.com n

513-777-9800

General Contractors and Land Development Company

(513) 321- 4444

Meet Eli and Bennett, our two
fur-children! We understand how
much pets mean to people, and we
| are proud to offer pet death care to

1 the area with the same dignity that 513-791

we show for all we serve!

nght
Home“

In Home Gare & Assistance

WE PROVIDE: In ground fiberglass...
[[0) MEAL HELP concreh:)...
vinyl...
LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING New, remodel, service
COMPANIONSHIP Call us for a free in-home consultation
PERSONAL CARE 5]3-4]6'4533

MEDICATION REMINDERS a .
remier L
[:) DEMENTIA CARE ools & Spas’ |

JUNK=KING

a neighborly company

A TN IR P (513) 621-1123 « 1

LOCALLY OWNED JUNK REMOVAL SULLI\/AN Anne & Ryan Sullivan

CUSTOM JEWELERS FLOWER FARM Parishioners

Specialty Cut Flowers
Weddings * Events

603-727-2590

itwins.com www.sullivanflowerfarm.com

Area’s Oldest Death Care Leader
StrawserFuneralHome.com

7203 ©9

( remier ‘ ools & Spas’

Largest pool builder in the country

St. Columban Parishioners

KLEKAMP PAVING

Asphalt Paving
) ( Patching
Asphalt
Sealcoating

513-561-4600

www.klekamp.com

(513) 527-4400 - DialOneSecurity.com

D 'a ' For all your real estate needs please contact Hand made table linens e
— me, a faithful and hard-working St. Gertrude crafted for hospitality. T
:' _— parishioner and professional realtor. &
L 'm (R:é\angtYN TRAUTH BAREFOOT HOME
Security, Inc. &
SIBCY {/CLINE e

Tablecloths, napkins

GEO. H. ROHDE & SON

service to Easterp, @
- Cip,

.. . 51 3-706-4239 runners and much more.. 3183 Li:wgolj/l;:vgmAel-‘ Ml-tl. ](_)Oggoljl Square
Serv:cmg Madeira R . Here in Madeiral 513-371-0101 * ROHDITUNIRAL.CON
and Indian Hill since 1979 WWW.SIbcydIne.CO m/(tl‘a uth barefoothomemade.com Steve Rohde, Darrell Schneider & Belinda Hill
» = ROYALMONT ACADEMY Anderson Hills Plumbing
= [ DARF 2 = ENROLLING NOW! A :
o Preschool-High Sl Residential - Commercial — FREE ESTIMATES
ONTGOMER s 5 ! High School - A La Carte Classes Over 37 Years Experience & Satisfaction
our Hometown Barbe e Royalmont.org | 513-754-0555
00 844 N/ Scholarships Available 6229 Beechmont Avenue 513-232-3821

Now 3 Locations!
6403 Madison, Madisonville-271-1570

1793 E I]hlﬂ Pll(e Amelia- 757 4888

=

Of Oral and
Maxillofacial Surgeons

Fellows and Members of the AAOMS Treat Diseases, Inju &u
Mouth Teeth,

Wﬂmmﬂﬂﬁsz,wmm James M. Schirmer, DDS

The Center for Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

American Association Saving Faces | Changing Live.

at Countryside

513-932-9991

With the Purchase of a (3,4,5) Way

Skyline Chili, Loveland Ohio
10640 Loveland Madeira Rd.
Bring this bulletin in to receive a

FREE Cheese Coney

good, it’s Skyline Time!

Feeling
1726 Deerfield Rd. Lebanon OH, 45036

wimsmeran | CASTRUCCI
}? COLLISION

fectsofthe .
cccccccccc

MILFORD

Body Shop Direct Call

831-5460

ADVANCED ¥ ' AUDIOLOGY
CENTER

Not happy with your hearing
aids?

You deserve a second opinion.
Just a short walk from St. Gertrude

Dr. Samantha J. Morehouse, AuD
513-472-2001
6725 Miami Ave

Fowre &Oene/ufw/w(oj‘:fe/wb&
to-the 630mmwu('l¢

Treating Your Home

L\ke L)ur Qwn
CALLTODAY!
'513-755- ROOF

7100 Sennet Place
West Chester, OH 45069

7500 Montgomery Rd., Cincinnati, Ohio 45236
ThomasJustinMemorial.com | 513-791-5353
Jay T. Justin and Jane M. Ludlow, Directors

Roofing - Siding » Gutters
Windows - Storm Restoration

INTERES

[D_for 24 months Financing Available



ki.ﬁ = £y TIM BEATRICE THE FA% GROUP Gom &
beatl'iCC HAN DYMAN __ Parishoners and Student Parents! SheRlE}E%'g
HOME 513-254-5620 BRITTANY FAY  JEFF FAY
|MPROVEMENT timbeatrice5@yahoo.com 513.315.7654 513.213.7312
% Keith D. Jackson DDS = WC I "ef;a"r"f;’,:’i‘::"‘f:d'
Laura K. Jackson DDS —
[:I 71 13 M;{lml Avenue Woodward Construction, Inc. 51 3'247'9241
DEI A Madeira, OH 45243 o g 50 o €
“DENTISTRY Tel: (513) 561-5318 . S

Dr. Frederick A. Heiselman
General « Implant

Dentistr,
Parishioner

513-561-8600

7140 Miami Ave.,Ste. 201
fhelselmandds com

N rE . e Engraved gifts for all occasions
MB\%»V e Kitchen & Bath ' grovedgfisfor
Auto, Home, Business, Health . , 7116 Miami Ave.
o oo e LANDSCAPE SPECIALISTS, INC. i3y | Remodeling GILSON'S 891-0730
mail@mrwinsurance.com Hardscape I.andscape .L ": &‘ ENGRAVING
7713 Camargo Road Cincinnati, OH 45243 . . y 4 3 3
www.MBWinsurance.com . ngkways &Patios e Installatl.ons [ ELEGANT GIETS Www.gllsonsonllne.com
 Driveways * Renovations i.ﬁ
F:’:" Yﬂ"fed ™ - Retaining Walls ~ ® Maintenance p
Sosterg nesci ] o Drainage Systems  ® Snow Clearing | V[ i
£ arlena Hebenstreit 1-52 N ANV
I‘ rabe o amicem|  Qualily Service for Qver 35 years Portrait Painter 56 5 85 iy E 0 LLC
s i ¢ 7 sma usinesses - nonprofits
el Find me on nstayar 396 6400 513-331-0421 7880 Ca.margo Rd.
et £d Witte, Parish MarlenaHebenstreit.com kinsellakitchens.com Contact@Kane.Law

Juneral Homes

Family Owned & Operated Since 1877

For more information visit:
www.GilliganFuneralHomes.com
513-891-8373 | gilliganfh@gmail.com

oward
annas

Real Estate Services
Largest Real Estate Broker in Ohio

513-335-4039

charles.borchers@howardhanna.com
chuckborchershomes.com

=2
ELHS A

Chuck Borchers

PARISHIONER & REALTOR SINCE 2009
As a fellow St. Gertrude parishioner, I }
provide high-touch, personal service with
honesty and care. Whether you're buying or
selling, I'll be with you every step of the way. »

BELLE

6900 Miami Avenue, Madeira, OH 45243
513-351-6058 « info@belle.legal
PLAN FOR TOMORROW.
BREATHE A LITTLE EASIER TODAY.

From growing your family to protecting your legacy to
navigating a difficult transition, Belle Legal provides thoughtful,
compassionate legal guidance for the moments that matter.

Estate Planning « Probate « Family Law

QR - CULTURE gl

HALPIN

— PLUMBING, INC. —

75 YEARS

LEGAL

3-631-2001

Walter St. Clair Roofing

Serving Cincinnati Since 1923
Roofing & Sheet Metal Work
Slate & Tile Repair
Box Gutters & Seamless Gutters

641-3265

T

-

JERRY ST. CLAIR, PARISHIONER

REDDEN 407-8998

- (513)

Certified Arborist oH-6592A
Tree Risk Assessment Qualified (TRAQ)
Tree Care « Consultations « Diagnostics
513-675-0024 mcastator@gmail.com
IV Mark Castator, Parishioner

FEvans Funeral Home

Traditional Tuneral e Cremation Services
Funeral Pre-Planning Available
www.evansfuneralhome.com
741 Center St., Milford 1944 St. Rt. 28, Goshen
513-831-3172 513-722-3272

TYLER LAWS

Director of Facilities,
St. Gertrude

TLaws@PerfectionGroup.com

pO
PERFECTION
GROUP

* WHERE FACILITIES GO FURTHER *

A
\d

REALT

513-404-6011

BFC MARKET

BY BAILEY FAMILY CATERING
Chef prepared grab and go.

@ 513-837-3500

Open 5 days a week « Camargo Road

N\
./

CRISTINA GENUNG

C
R

REALTORS

(0N

CRISTINA@GENUNG.REALTOR

Knights of Columbus
Archbishop Elder Council

—
Email grandknight@elderkofc.org
Join today kofc. org/jomus

CALL513-531-2134 « we?lEnginc.com
ROOFING e SIDING ® GUTTERS ® CHIMNEYS e WINDOWS
Castellum Financial
Advice

Robert L. Franer Ill, AAMS®
513-434-3583 (C)
robert@castellumfinancialadvice.com
castellumfinancialadvice.com
Parishioner & Founding Member
of The Catholic Financial Planners Network

Securities offered through LPL Financial, a Registered
Investment Advisor, member FINRA/SIPC

Pender

CONSTRUCTION, |NC.y
Remodeling by professionals

Kitchens ¢« Bathrooms
Room Additions
Screen & Covered Porches
Lower Levels & Basements

513.492.8429

2321 West US Highway 22/3
Maineville, Ohio 45039

www.PenderyConstruction.com

CARE TEAM

¢ Audiological Exams Hearmg

Group
¢ Hearing Aids

* Tinnitus Management

e Custom Ear Molds

10615 Montgomery Rd., Ste. 202 | Cincinnati, OH 45242
Call today to schedule! 513-561-4327

Dr. Jennifer Katafiasz
Au.D., CCC-A
Owner & Audiologist

Thinking about Buying or Selling?
Book a free consultation or reach out

any time. Your goals deserve a tailored
approach. Let's Make it Happen!

#1 eXp Realtor in Ohio | (513) 289-1039

Please Patronize Our Advertisers — To Place an Ad, Call 614-777-8700.
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